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Customs and Excise Department
- service and enforcement information 
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Official Website: https://www.customs.gov.hk/en/home/index.html

• Passenger Clearance

• Cargo Clearance

• Trade Facilitation

• Trade Controls

• Intellectual Property 
Rights Protection

• Anti-money Laundering

• Consumer Protection 

• Trafficking in persons
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Common Predicate Offences 

Money-
laundering 

Trafficking UTP OffenceTD/IPR Offence

Smuggling Offence arising from 
MSO, R32 & DPMS



Sources of Intelligence

l Case referrals

l Suspicious transaction reports

l Information from Financial Institutions

l Local, Mainland & overseas LEAs/ agencies

l CBNI declaration

l Informants

l Hotline & Emails
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Cross-border 
Smuggling Case



Smuggling of Vehicles and 
Laundered Proceeds
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US to HK

HK to Vietnam
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Vehicles sent to different cities
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ML Scheme
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Court-to-court Evidence Taking Hearing in 
Shaoguan(4 - 14 September 2017) 



Prosecution/ Conviction/ Recovery of Proceeds

11

• Court Case: 
• DCCC 1035/2015

• Convicted à sentenced for 
5 years imprisonment

• Restrained & confiscated: 
HKD17m (~USD2.2m) 
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Selling Counterfeit 
Products



Transnational ML Offence 
(Predicate Offence: IPR Offence)
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counterfeit goods

Overseas Buyers

Crime proceeds
-from 20+ countries
-over 100 bank A/C and 
online payment A/C 
(including overseas 
witnesses)

Remittance: HKD42 million
Over 3 000 transaction 
between 2009 and 2016  

D2

Local logistics 
co.

Owner
Company A/C

Personal A/C

D1

D2’s mother 

Personal A/C

Authorized 
Signatory

Personal 
A/COnline 

payment 
platform



Arrest 

Operation

Evidence 

Collection

Formal 

Charge

Restraint Order

Trial

Sentence

2016 
Mar

2019 
Dec

2020 
May

2022 
Feb

2022 
Jun

• Receipt of intelligence from foreign LEA against an online business

• Large amount of proceeds were sent to defendant’s HK bank accounts 

2016 
-2019

• Overseas LEA assisted in test purchases and 

liaison with a tainted witness who had 

involved in re-selling of counterfeits

• Customs Officers were sent overseas for 

evidence collection and statement taking

• Overseas witnesses were unable to 

travel to HK for testimony due to 

pandemic.

• Application for virtual testimony 

• 2 defendants were convicted for all 

charges

• Imprisonment of 30 months & 45 months

• Application for Confiscation of proceeds

• Restraint of HKD 35M 

realizable properties 

held by the defendants

4 ML charges were laid against 2 

defendants

Transnational ML syndicate

Proceedings for recovery 

of proceeds is underway



Prosecution/ Conviction/ Recovery of Proceeds
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• Court Case:                            
DCCC 209/2020

• Convicted à sentenced for       
45 mths (D1) & 30 mths (D2)

• Restrained :                            
HKD35m (~USD4.5m) 

    
• Recovery of proceeds (underway)
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Thank You


