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Context

9 years as an 

auditor. 6 years in 

my actual projection, 

Coordination of 

Research and 

Investigation - COPEI.

Tax Auditor of the 

Federal Revenue of 

Brazil.

Main activity from 

COPEI, search for the 

denied data.



Context
COPEI's role in the compliance pyramid.

Want to correctly comply with tax obligations.

Tries to comply, but sometimes fails.

Doesn't  want to comply but does when controlled.

Doesn't  want to comply.

Strategy: Law's force.



The case

Identification of 
the taxpayer's 

assets

Selection to

inspect

Inspect

Tax infraction

document

Taxpayer's full 

defense

Judicial debt

collection

Timeline of the federal tax administrative process.



The case
List of companies which were inspected, but without assets. 
Occasionally, there is a responsibility of the company's 
partners.

Data mining (company's partners).

Illegal asset protection +
“Dummy partners”
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Methodology For Tax Investigation
Overview of the situation and 
collect first data that will be 
analyzed.S

Validate the facts. Test theories 
against data and evidence. 
Return to analysis to confirm or 
not the theories.

Make observations and 
connections between 

people and 
explanations. Develop 

assumptions and 
theories.

Formalize the production of 
knowledge. Communicate 

appropriately.



The case

Case in progress. Company with a 

tax debt over €18 

million (EUR). 

No assets

(company and

formal partner).

Active company

with contracts with

the government.

Specific company investigation



Investigative Techniques

01 02

03

Data from Federal Revenue of Brazil  
- Declarations about assets and rights

-Electronic tax documents
.

Data from another agency from 
government + Tax inquiry (from 

a third person)
- Data from proceedings 

(labour court)
- Electricity bill

Open data
- Social media
-Google

Get denied data
- Surveillance
- Recognition

04

Sources of data



Investigative Techniques

Tax debt Investigade company

Dummy partnerNo assets

Real partner 
(politician)

Payment for the “service”

Hidden assetsRelatives

Cash withdrawal

Investigation

Case overview



Conclusion

Probably, there will 

be inter-agency co-

operation.

Crime:

- Evidence of tax 

evasion and money 

laundering.

- Assets identified 

(50% from the tax 

debt so far).



Thank You!

thiago.p.almeida@rfb.gov.br


