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Malta & Customs

• Population of 518,000 with an area of 316km2

• Customs Building – operating since 1776



Incorrect Classification of Seaweed

• Three local economic operators 
with a shared pool of directors

• 28 customs declarations over a 
period of 3 years

• Officer at the boarder raised 
concern over potential 
misclassification

• Goods imported from China in 
shipments of traditional Asian 
ingredients to be sold at local Asian 
markets



TARIC Classification 



TARIC Classification Continued



Mutual Assistance leads to successful case

We provided:
1. Invoices
2. Container Number
3. Supplier & Product information

We got back:
The TARIC codes declared at Export in China

Result:
Confirmed our TARIC classification
Successfully recovered €355,000



Inward Processing Case

Raw Material

No Customs duties 
are paid on import 
if they will be used 
in the agreed upon 
process

Manufacturing 
Process

Finished 
Product

Raw materials imported 
under IP need to be 
recorded and amounts 
used in manufacturing 
need to be accurate

Finished products need to 
be exported or customs 
duties must be paid on 
the amount of raw 
material used in products 
sold locally



Inward Processing Case

Conducted a customs audit:
• Import declarations
• Invoices
• Production orders
• Export declarations
• Release into free circulation declarations

Found a discrepancy in country of origin 
declared, resulting in €32,000 in underpaid duty 
& €5,700 in underpaid VAT

Importer had an automated system that tracks 
the raw material based on who the supplier was 
but not the manufacturer

Manual entries had been declared correctly but 
automated entries were incorrect



Malta Tax and Customs Administration 

New opportunities
• Consolidated databases
• Developing new tools for risk 

assessment using all available data
• New systems to generate intelligence 

using all data available



Thank You


