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___________________________________________________________________ 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 6, 2015 

FORMER VIRGINIA GOVERNOR SENTENCED TO TWO YEARS IN PRISON 
FOR PUBLIC CORRUPTION SCHEME 

RICHMOND, Va. – Former Virginia Governor Robert F. McDonnell, 60, of Glen Allen,
Virginia, was sentenced today to two years in prison, followed by two years of
supervised release, for soliciting and obtaining payments, loans, gifts and other
items from Star Scientific, a Virginia-based corporation, and Jonnie R. Williams Sr.,
Star Scientific’s then chief executive officer, in violation of federal public corruption
laws.



Special Considerations
• Challenges in prosecuting powerful elected public official

• Immunity for cooperator

• Loyal witnesses

• Unexplainable gifts

• How was bribery scheme identified?



Politically Exposed Persons & 
Financial Disclosure Forms



The Aftermath
“Supreme Court overturns Bob 

McDonnell’s corruption convictions”


