


Operation Rogue Justice
Background: 

• “Lutgardo,” a prominent CPA in Puerto Rico, was driving drunk when he hit and 
killed the driver of an oncoming vehicle. Lutgardo was charged with vehicular 
homicide. 

• The case was assigned to Judge Manuel Acevedo Hernandez.  Judge Acevedo 
dismissed all charges against Lutgardo in a ruling from the bench on the third day 
of Lutgardo’s bench trial. 



Judge Manuel Acevedo Hernandez

• Superior Court Judge

• In financial trouble

• Ambition to be appellate judge





Garage Renovations



Financial Activity
• To avoid suspicion, Lito opened a 

commercial bank account.  

• 1 April 2013: $25,000 deposit into 
Lito’s business account. 

• 4 April 2013: $25,000 deposit into 
Lito’s business account. 

• The deposits came from Lutgardo’s
Bank of America account. This money 
was used to purchase the Judge 
Acevedo’s bribes.



A $1,000 money order paid to “Secretario de Hacienda” 
for Judge Acevedo’s tax liability



Backdated Contract
§ Lutgardo proposed to Lito a backdated contract for the money 

deposited into Lito’s business bank account.
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PUERTO RICO SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE SENTENCED TO 10 YEARS IN PRISON 
FOR ACCEPTING BRIBES IN CONNECTION WITH VEHICULAR HOMICIDE TRIAL

A Puerto Rico Superior Court Judge was sentenced today to 10 years in prison today
after being convicted earlier this year of accepting bribes to acquit a businessman of
vehicular homicide charges. Assistant Attorney General Leslie R. Caldwell of the
Justice Department’s Criminal Division and U.S. Attorney Rosa Emilia Rodríguez-Vélez
of the District of Puerto Rico made the announcement.



Financial Records
• Lutgardo’s unusual financial activity

• Lito’s creation of a business account and 
the backdated contract

• The absence of proof: Judge Acevedo’s 
financial records reflect no expenditures



Witnesses
• Judge wanted promotion

• Lutgardo was politically connected

• Co-conspirators

• Corroborating & unimpeachable witnesses 
(e.g., construction workers)



Special Considerations

• Unique challenges in investigating and 
prosecuting a powerful judge

• Use of cooperators

• How was bribery scheme identified?


