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Overview



Common Law Legal System



Civil Law Legal System





Intent for US Tax Crimes

•Willfulness has been defined by the 
courts as a voluntary, intentional violation 
of a known legal duty. Cheek v. US, 498 
U.S. 192 (1991)

•Subjective standard: 



Intent for US Tax Crimes



Intent for US Tax Crimes

Subjective Standard 
Circumstantial Evidence





Proving Intent and 
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Proving Intent and
Where to Look for Evidence



Proving Intent and
Where to Look for Evidence



One of the nicest ways to grab a jury’s attention and which clearly shows a 
defendant’s willfulness…LIFESTYLE – Spent more money on luxury 

purchases than was reported
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Balances in Wells Fargo Account x2805
Value of Account



$264,597
10/14/2015

$243,894
10/28/201

5

x9625
10/14/2015 to 10/28/2015

Katherine Torricelli

x9609
11/2/2015 to 11/5/2015

Cash 
Withdrawals 

($27,940)

x2805
11/5/2015 to 2/17/2016 

$215,955
11/5/201

5

Katherine Torricelli
Elizabeth Williams

Katherine Torricelli
Elizabeth Williams

Elizabeth 
Williams
($1,154)

MONEY LAUNDERING CONSPIRACY –
Financial Transactions

Trini Hollins
($7,448)

Phillips Place 
Apartments

($973)Cash 
Withdrawals 

($10,871)

Harris 
Teeter
($359)

$$$$$$$$

Proceeds
transferred and

deposited





Defenses



Defenses
Disagreement With the Law Is No Defense



Defenses







Mutual Legal Assistance 
Treaties (MLATs)



Tax Treaties & Tax Information Exchange 
Agreements or “TIEA”



Letters Rogatory



Egmont Requests

https://www.fincen.gov/resources/international/eg
mont-group-financial-intelligence-units
https://egmontgroup.org/en/membership/list

https://www.fincen.gov/resources/international/egmont-group-financial-intelligence-units
https://egmontgroup.org/en/membership/list




Investigation



Investigation – Good Samaritan



Tracker Warrant



Example of Tracker Warrant



Example of Tracker Warrant



Other Evidence



Complaint and Search Warrant on 
Apartment and Vehicle

 Live surveillance
 Caught in the act
 Arrested on a Complaint
 Search warrants executed
 Largest recovery of stolen mail by USPIS 
in the last 15 years



Vehicle



Vehicle



Apartment



Indictment



Sentencing – 42 Months in Prison
• Intended loss: $546,713





QUESTIONS?


