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Figure 4. Protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) of the world,
August 2024. Terrestrial protected areas are shown in green, marine protected areas in blue and OECMs in
orange. Source: UNEP-WCMC and IUCN 2024.



How much of the ocean is protected?
Percentage of ocean under protection, historical and projected
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There are 16,516 MPAs
in the world.

20 largest MPAs
globally contribute

approximately 70% of
the total area covered
by all MPAs.




But...

These have often been led by large NGOs, which control most of the funding.
They are not representative of different ecosystems.

Blue ecosystems that are key to addressing climate change remain unprotected.

The rights of indigenous and local communities are not always respected.

When they are remote, they do not help to restore coastal fisheries.




Water

Ocean protection needs $15.8 billion
funding annually, but is receiving
only $1.2 billion: Report

Finding comes ahead of the United Nations Ocean Conference 3 (UNOC3) to be
held in France between June 9 and 13




Philanthropic funding for marine conservation Based on analysis from Our Shared Seas, philanthropic
has more than doubled over the past decade- funding levels for marine conservation have followed

] oils. s a steady upward trend, more than doubling, from
plus, reaching USD 1.0 billion in 2022. USD 430 million in 2010 to USD 1.0 billion in 2022.

Figure 4. Philanthropic ocean-related grantmaking, 2010-2022 (USD)
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Our Shared Seas. “Funding Trends 2023: Tracking the State of Global Ocean Funding.” 2023. www.oursharedseas.com/funding.




Figure 12. Total marine philanthropic funding by Tier 1 geography, 2010-2022 (USD)

Global North America
$4.116M $1,865M

Middle East $5M |
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Figure 6. The global area (km?) covered by protected areas and other effective area-based conservation
measures (OECMs), for the terrestrial and inland waters realm and for the marine realm, between 2000 and
2024. Source: UNEP-WCMC and IUCN, 2024.
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Data applicability: Global, National, Sub-National, and Local. Learn more
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The extent of mangroves in the world has decreased
by 5,245.24 km? between 1996 and 2020.
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Data applicability: Global, National, and Sub-National. Learn more
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A comprehensive

approach

Community-led Al-Powered
Traditional knowledge Tech and data lower
barriers to MPA

+ local leadership

Blue economy rj Replicable,'
SME incubation (mM B cost-effective,

scalable model

Policy-aligned
Supports 30x30 and
national



The role of Al
in supporting
fieldwork
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Your participation is fundamental!
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Priorities for the next 10 years

- Protect more coastal than oceanic areas.

- Cover a large portion of blue ecosystems

- A less opportunistic and more systematic approach to selecting sites.
- Build infrastructure to ensure funds reach local communities directly.
- Provide more funding for science and make data widely available.

- Support businesses that can thrive from marine protection.

- Get governments to commit to designating a massive number of MPAs
led by communities and scientifically supported.
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