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There are 16,516 MPAs 
in the world.

20 largest MPAs 
globally contribute 
approximately 70% of 
the total area covered 
by all MPAs.



Warner & 
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These have often been led by large NGOs, which control most of the funding.

They are not representative of different ecosystems.

Blue ecosystems that are key to addressing climate change remain unprotected.

The rights of indigenous and local communities are not always respected.

When they are remote, they do not help to restore coastal fisheries.

But…









Diminishing returns



@Octavio Aburto

Cabo Pulmo in 10 years

Biomass 446%
Diversity 21%
Size 28%





@Claudio Almarza







•Community-led: Traditional 
knowledge + local leadership

•AI-powered: Tech and data lower 
barriers to MPA creation

•Blue economy: SME incubation

•Replicable, cost-effective, 
scalable model

Policy-aligned: Supports 30x30 

A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH



The role of AI 
in supporting 
fieldwork
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Priorities for the next 10 years

• Protect more coastal than oceanic areas.

• Cover a large portion of blue ecosystems

• A less opportunistic and more systematic approach to selecting sites.

• Build infrastructure to ensure funds reach local communities directly.

• Provide more funding for science and make data widely available.

• Support businesses that can thrive from marine protection.

• Get governments to commit to designating a massive number of MPAs 
led by communities and scientifically supported.
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