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Foreword

This publication is designed to serve as a foundation for discussions at the Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) Social Inclusion Ministerial in Bogot4, on October 22, 2024. This publication supports
Ministerial Session Il: Empowering local communities and the grassroots economy: Innovative tools and
new approaches. It aims to help policymakers understand the role the social and solidarity economy can
play to support social inclusion at the local level, and how to best support the sector’'s development. The
social and solidarity economy supports vulnerable people, places, and firms in grassroots economies to
access the economic resources, essential services, and skills needed for social mobility. Based on the
2022 OECD Recommendation on the Social and Solidarity Economy, the paper also presents policies that
countries can adopt to further unlock the potential of the social and solidarity economy.

This publication was authored by Karen Maguire, Head of the Local Employment, Skills, and Social
Innovation Division, Amal Chevreau, Acting Head of the Social Economy and Innovation Unit, and Lucas
Leblanc, Policy Analyst in the Local Employment, Skills, and Social Innovation Division. Nadim Ahmad,
Deputy Director of the Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities provided inputs and
guidance. The authors would like to thank Ambassador Luis Fernando Medina, Permanent Representative
of Colombia to the OECD, and Maria Angélica Prada Uribe, Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of
Colombia to the OECD, for their inputs.
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Executive Summary

Social inclusion in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has a strong spatial dimension. Inequality
among people, places, and firms is high and persistent in the region. In 2022, 29% and 11.2% of the LAC
population lived in poverty and extreme poverty respectively, higher levels than before the COVID-19
pandemic (OECD et al., 2023p1). Poverty and wealth are very concentrated spatially in the region. In Chile
and Mexico, the gap between the region with the highest and lower poverty rate ranged by over 50
percentage points, compared to an OECD average inter-regional gap of 18 percentage points (OECD,
20222).

These comparisons are also mirrored in the very high levels of informal activity in the LAC region.
They are significantly above the OECD average, and which weigh down on the public and private
investment that can boost productivity and social inclusion. Countries in the region are therefore looking at
new approaches to tackle these inequalities, and in particular the role that actors in the social and solidarity
economy can play, especially concerning informality. Nearly 50% of individuals in LAC countries are part
of a household which depends entirely on informal employment, with significant national variation (Matthias
Arnold et al., 20243).*

Across the globe and in LAC, the social and solidarity economy (SSE) is increasingly recognised
as atool for job creation, labour-market inclusion, and people-centred local development. Itincludes
co-operatives, associations, mutual societies, social enterprises, and other forms of solidarity and self-help
groupings, whose activities are typically driven by societal objectives, values of solidarity, the primacy of
people over capital, in most cases, by democratic and participative governance. It can be a large share of
the economy: in Colombia it contributes 4% to GDP, while in Mexico, the social economy accounts for
3.2% of overall employment. It shares similarities with concepts widely used in LAC, such as the “popular”,
“grassroots” or “solidarity” economy, which relates to economic activity that low-income individuals and
communities engage in to make a living, often informally, ranging from family-run micro-enterprises to
small associations of people who collectively manage resources.

The SSE helps people, places, and firms in grassroots economies improve their well-being. By
growing activity, strengthening their collective character, and offering a progressive path to formality, the
SSE supports vulnerable people, places and firms in grassroots economies to access the economic
resources, essential services, and skills needed for social mobility.

For people, the SSE can further help vulnerable people to access jobs, build their skills, and
formalise their activity. The SSE offers services to and employment options for women, young people,
and migrants who may struggle in traditional employment. There are opportunities for governments at the
national, regional, and local levels to partner more with the SSE and “grassroots” entities to support LAC’s
vulnerable populations. The SSE can be a partner to public employment services by providing services
directly through procurement, as an employer or trainer of disadvantaged groups, or simply being a local
partner. It can also help facilitate transitions from informal to formal jobs in collective entrepreneurship that

Un Chile, more than 25% of workers hold informal jobs, while in Brazil and Costa Rica, this figure ranges from 36% to
43% respectively. The prevalence of informal employment exceeds 50% in Argentina, Colombia and Mexico and
surpasses 65% in Peru.
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can increase productivity by lowering barriers to entry for training, increasing bargaining power through
collective action, or facilitating access to training and finance.

For places, the SSE offers socially innovative measures to increase access to services. There is an
opportunity for regional and local governments to partner in areas of local development and promote social
innovation, which can be in public services but also in the use of land and public space, transport, and
other local amenities. Social innovation is driven by novel relationships and methods between actors
seeking to resolve problems in their communities. These forms of local collective action empower residents
to find solutions to their specific needs. In countries such as Brazil, Colombia and Mexico, subnational
governments have taken initiatives to support the SSE. In Mexico, for example, the national government’s
NODESS programme institutionalises and provides actions to support sectoral clusters of SSE entities. In
some countries, however, few subnational governments have devoted resources to the SSE, despite the
important role it can play in meeting the needs of residents.

As firms, SSE entities offer new forms of collective entrepreneurship that could help resolve social,
economic, and environmental challenges. Newer forms of the SSE such as social enterprises, platform
co-operatives, and community-based initiatives offer new ways to foster community engagement, generate
employment opportunities, and enhance local economic and social development. In LAC, social
enterprises can build on grassroots efforts, including indigenous organisations. These organisations
typically leverage principles of collective and self-management, along with social capital to address the
region's unequal economic and social dynamics. Initiatives such as Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA) in Brazil engage consumers in food production, building a mutually beneficial relationship between
consumers and producers. Market-oriented SSE entities also engage in the international flows of goods
and services, investments, and intangible assets.

Many countries in LAC have started to put in place public bodies, laws or strategies to support the
SSE. Building on this strong policy momentum, there are opportunities to amplify and continue to
create stronger framework conditions. In some countries, this is done in conjunction with the
“grassroots” economy, as many of its activities also involve mutual aid and community engagement. These
framework conditions and policy actions are outlined in the OECD Recommendation on the Social and
Solidarity Economy and Social Innovation, which covers, for example, awareness and data on these
entities, institutional recognition, legal and regulatory frameworks, access to finance and procurement,
skills and business support, and impact measurement. LAC countries can use its nine pillars of action to
guide their efforts.
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s Introduction

Inequality among people and places holds back Latin America and Caribbean’s (LAC) immense
potential for social and economic development. LAC benefits from a young population, active civil
society, and abundant natural resources. Stark disparities in wealth, access to essential services, and
quality of life, however, weaken sociopolitical cohesion and broad-based development. In 2022, 29% and
11.2% of LAC'’s population lived in poverty and extreme poverty respectively, higher levels than before the
COVID-19 pandemic (OECD et al., 2023(1;). Much of the region’s low-income population works outside the
formal economy, hindering access to higher-productivity jobs and social protection systems that allow for
social mobility.

High wealth inequality compounds large territorial differences in development. In Chile and Mexico,
the gap between the region with the highest and lower poverty rate ranged by over 50 percentage points,
compared to an OECD average inter-regional gap of 18 percentage points (OECD, 2022[2). In Colombia,
31.1% of populations in predominantly rural areas suffer from multidimensional poverty, compared to
11.5% in urban areas (OECD, 20225). Across LAC, isolated rural territories and urban peripheries face
persistent challenges that strain their ability to develop, ranging from informal housing and employment to
geographic isolation and weak access to public services.

Vulnerable parts of the LAC workforce often earn a livelihood from the “popular” or “grassroots”
economy. The popular economy refers to economic activities that low-income individuals engage in to
make a living. Popular economy activities often take the form of informal micro-entrepreneurship, such as
the itinerant sale of goods and services in public places, or small-scale collective production of goods
based on mutual aid (Box 1.1). Nearly 50% of individuals in LAC countries are part of a household which
depends entirely on informal employment, with significant national variation (Matthias Arnold et al.,
20243).1 In Argentina, the National Registry of Workers in the Popular Economy (ReNaTEP) recorded
over 3.6 million workers in the popular economy sector in 2022 (ReNaTEP, 20225)).

The social and solidarity economy (SSE) can support the “popular” or “grassroots” economy in
LAC. The SSE? is an approach used by organisations seeking to reconcile innovative collective business
models, democratic governance, and profitability in support of their social purpose (Box 1.1). The concept
of the SSE developed from the merging of two notions: the social economy and the solidarity economy.
Historically consisting of associations, co-operatives and mutual societies, the concept of the social economy
has recently expanded to include foundations and social enterprises, while the solidarity economy also includes
more spontaneous community-based initiatives emerging at the grassroots level (OECD, 2023)). The SSE in
LAC countries includes informal “popular” or “grassroots” entities, as well as formal structures such as
associations and cooperatives.

The SSE can provide a democratically informed economic approach that could complement the
state and private action. Beyond a repair function, whose primary purpose is to provide solutions to
societal challenges such as homelessness, and other forms of social exclusion, often to complement public
action, the social economy also has a transformative function through which it can inspire more structural
transformations within economies and societies, in particular through sustainability and inclusiveness
(OECD, 202077). Examples of this include addressing challenges arising from labour market exclusion
(OECD, 2018g)) and inspiring other businesses to adopt more sustainable, social and responsible practices
(OECD, 2020(7). Social economy organisations have also identified and developed niche opportunities
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and unlocked new sectors that have been subsequently taken up by traditional enterprises. Social
innovation, or new and cost-effective answers to enduring societal challenges, underpin much of the SSE’s
activities.® Social innovation and other notions related to the SSE are defined in Table 1.1.

Table 1.1. Overview of terms related to the social and solidarity economy

Origin Main features
Social France - Concept born in the 19t century in France and rediscovered in the 1970s
economy - Classically associated with co-operatives, mutual benefit societies and associations

Fk

- Legal, political and economic recognition in some parts of the world (Belgium, Quebec
[Canada], Spain)

Solidarity Latin America - Stress the solidarity dimension

economy France - Attention paid to the transformative action and political dimension of such organisations
- Make a distinction between a long-established social economy and newer solidarity
mechanisms/organisations (e.g. more participatory, smaller initiatives, embedded at the

local level)
Social and France - Aim to encompass both long-established social economy organisations and newer
solidarity Quebec** (Canada) solidarity mechanisms/organisations
economy International - Legal recognition in some countries (France)
Non-profit United States - Organisations that belong to neither the private for-profit sector nor the public sector
organisations - Exclude any organisation that practices the redistribution of surplus (e.g. most co-
operatives)
Third sector Various countries and regions - Place this specific field as separate from the public and the private sectors
(including Anglo-Saxon countries)
Social United States - Seeks new and cost-effective answers to social and societal problems
innovation European Union - Refers to new solutions — in the form of services, products, or relationships — that aim

primarily to improve the quality of life of individuals and communities by increasing their
well-being as well as their social and economic inclusion

Source: (OECD, 20235)) adapted from (Fonteneau and Pollet, 2019g))

This recognition of the SSE’s role and potential to support to the popular economy has led to a
growing recognition of SSE in policy making across LAC. The SSE has a long history in the LAC
region, originating in early forms of worker-run enterprises, to forms of collective initiative found in rural
communities*. Policy in the last decade (e.g. Ecuador, Mexico, Uruguay) developed the sector’s legal and
institutional recognition, growing its role in the economy and policy. In Argentina, for example, formalised
social economy organisations such as associations, co-operatives and mutual societies co-exist with
grassroots, often informal, solidarity popular organisations (INAES and Ministry of Productive
Development, 2020p0)). In Brazil, the solidarity economy refers to small economic units in rural and urban
areas abiding by values such as fair trade, democratic governance, equitable distribution of profits and
local development (Secretaria Nacional de Economia Popular e Solidaria, 202411)). Table 1.2 summarises
policies that recognised the SSE in selected LAC countries.
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Table 1.2. LAC countries have expanded the SSE’s role in the economy through strengthened

frameworks

Examples of public bodies and legal frameworks supporting the SSE in ten selected LAC countries

LAC country Public body Legislation (examples)

Argentina Sub-secretariat for Innovation and the Solidarity Economy, Ministry of Law on Co-operatives (1973)
Human Capital Law on Labour Societies (2001)
National Institute for Associations and the Social Economy (INAES)

Brazil National Secretariat for the Solidarity and Popular Economy Law on Worker Co-operatives
(SENAES/MTE), Ministry of Labour and Employment (2012)

Chile Division for Associations and Co-operatives, Ministry of Economy, Law on Co-operatives (2003)
Development and Tourism Law on Mutual Societies (1963)
National Institute for Association and Cooperativism (INAC)

Colombia Superintendence of the Solidarity Economy Law on the Solidarity Economy

(1988)
Costa Rica Department for the Social and Solidarity Economy, Ministry of Labour Executive Decree

Dominican Republic

and Social Security

Institute for Development and Cooperative Credit (IDECOOP)

39835 MP-MTSS on the Social
Solidarity Economy (2016)

Law on Association Co-operatives
(1964)

Ecuador National Institute for the Popular and Solidarity Economy (IEPS) Law on the Social and Solidarity
Superintendence of the Popular and Solidarity Economy (SEPS) Economy and the Popular and

Solidarity Financial Sector (2012)

Mexico National Institute for the Social Economy (INAES) Law on the Social and Solidarity
Economy (2012)

Peru Department for Co-operatives and Institutionality, Ministry of Production | General Law on Co-operative
Societies (2018)

Uruguay National Institute of Cooperativism (INACOOP) Law on the Social and Solidarity
Economy (2019)

Note: The table above presents examples of legislation on the SSE. For most countries, other legislation exists covering specific forms of the
SSE, such as associations, co-operatives, or labour societies.
Source: Author’s elaboration.

The SSE operates in all sectors of LAC economies. The SSE capitalises on the practices of more
traditional forms, such as agricultural co-operatives, labour co-operatives, and grassroots movements,
which have long played an essential role.® While agricultural co-operatives have existed for many years,
there is growing awareness of how the SSE can also pioneer new business models, including fairer digital
and green transitions (such as platform co-operatives). In Colombia, the solidarity economy contributes
approximately 4 percentage points to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP), while in Mexico, the
social economy accounts for 3.2% of overall employment and 1.2% of GDP (Secretaria de Economia,
2019).

With conducive policies, the SSE can help LAC countries reduce inequalities by supporting people,
places, and firms. By providing targeted employment opportunities, the SSE promotes social and
productive inclusion for the most vulnerable groups, facilitating their integration into the formal economy.
Additionally, the emphasis on local and territorial development enables communities to utilise their unique
assets, fostering resilience and sustainable growth tailored to local needs. Regions and cities can support
socially innovative bottom-up practices to increase access to services and invest in territorial development.
The SSE can also serve to help communities transition to more sustainable economic activity. The rise in
entrepreneurship within the SSE encourages innovation and self-reliance, helping individuals build
sustainable livelihoods while addressing broader economic challenges (Table 1.3).
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Table 1.3. The SSE drives local social and economic development through different channels

The social and solidarity Associations, co-operatives, foundations, mutual societies,
economy social enterprises, and grassroots entities

Policy target

People Places Firms
Policy objective
Access to labour rights, Access to services in rural Development of community
Social inclusion social protection and formal and peripheral territories goods and services
employment

Local job creation and skills Investment and territorial Capital generation and
Productive development development development reinvestment

Environmental sustainability Waste management, emission reduction, biodiversity protection

Source: Authors’ elaboration.

Box 1.1. What is the “popular” or “grassroots” economy and what is the social and solidarity
economy?

Defining the popular or grassroots economy

The popular economy refers to the economic activities that low-income individuals and communities
engage in to make a living. Activities are often about survival and contribute to local development.®
Popular economy entities can include’: (1) Labour for personal benefit, performed by independent
workers who create goods, provide services, or sell on a small scale, including at home or in public
setting, (2) Family micro-enterprises, which sell goods or services on a small scale and (3) Popular
economic organisations, or small groups or associations of people who collectively manage their scant
resources to generate income or provide services to satisfy basic needs based on mutual aid.

Defining the social and solidarity economy

The SSE is typically made up of entities such as associations, non-profit organisations, co-operatives,
mutual societies, foundations, and, more recently, social enterprises. Community-based, grassroots
and spontaneous initiatives can also be part of the SSE. As stated in the OECD Recommendation on
the Social and Solidarity Economy and Social Innovation, the activity of these entities is typically driven
by social objectives, values of solidarity, the primacy of people over capital and, in most cases, by
democratic and participative governance. SSE entities distinguish themselves in two respects: their
raison d’étre, as they primarily address social needs and pursue a social purpose, and their way of
operating because they implement specific business models based on collaboration, typically at the
local level .

Source: (Migliaro, 2019}12)), Solidarity Economy Roads: Chapter 2 - The Road of the Poor and the Popular Economy. Grassroots Economic
Organizing (GEO), https://geo.coop/story/solidarity-economy-roads-chapter-2; (OECD, 202313))
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» People - Supporting social

inclusion and addressing the needs of
disadvantaged groups

What’s the issue?

In LAC, the social and solidarity economy (SSE) can further grow its role in supporting vulnerable
groups through new partnerships with government. In LAC, SSE organisations work closely with
vulnerable segments of the population, such as women, young people, migrants, and indigenous people.
Often their effectiveness is built on the involvement of their target groups in the development of their
activities to tailor to their needs and build trust. One of the main ways the SSE supports these groups is
by proving job opportunities to individuals excluded from the labour market. Policy initiatives can lower the
barriers to local job creation by the SSE. Policy initiatives can also provide organisations with a stronger
role in labour market policies and greater financing opportunities.

The social and productive inclusion of disadvantaged groups

Women

The SSE can contribute a notable share of jobs in an economy, especially for women. In countries
such as Belgium, France and Spain, the SSE is estimated to account for up to 10% of employment. In
other countries, over 60% of SSE employees are estimated to be women, reaching as high as 74% in
countries such as Belgium (OECD, 202314))°. In LAC countries, SSE employment is also significant, albeit
women do not necessarily account for the majority of SSE employment likely due to the higher shares of
agricultural co-operatives in SSE employment. In Brazil, for example, women represent 44% of
employment in the solidarity economy (2018) (OECD, 202415)).

As the SSE grows in LAC, more opportunities may be open to women. Women may not only join the
SSE as workers and employees, for example within co-operatives or social enterprises, but also as leaders,
volunteers and the recipients of services provided by the SSE (Figure 2.1). Developing the SSE in different
economic sectors of LAC economies presents an opportunity to improve the economic conditions of many
women with low levels of skills.
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Figure 2.1. Women are involved both as employees, members and recipients of SSE entities

WOMEN LEADERS

WOMEN BENEFICIARIES

Source: (OECD, 2023(14)), “Beyond pink-collar jobs for women and the social economy”, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development
(LEED) Papers, No. 2023/07, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/44ba229e-en.

Women are attracted by the SSE’s values, employment arrangements, smaller pay gaps with men
and its capacity to empower. The values of many organisations, such as commitment to developing
human potential and promoting social justice, align with the aspirations of women (Baruah, 20231¢]). They
can also provide a way to elevate the visibility of non-market or informal economic activities predominantly
performed by women, such as care and domestic work, and progressively integrate them into formal
activity. Driven by their member-centered workplaces, SSE entities also tend to provide greater flexibility
for women in terms of working hours, part-time work opportunities and diversity and inclusion policies
(OECD, 2023p147). Across the majority of OECD countries for which data is available, the share of
management positions held by women is higher in SSE enterprises than in the overall economy.*°

In addition to the employment opportunities they provide, women are also the beneficiaries of SSE
activities in LAC. In Brazil, for example, Clubes de Troca founded by members of a community provide a
place for women to build a social and economic network through fair trade of goods and services
(CEFURIA, n.d.iz7). Across LAC, the NGO No Pausa provides awareness around menopause through
research programmes, awareness campaigns and training modules for companies and public
administrations about the effects of menopause on women in the workplace (No Pausa, 20241g)).

Youth

The SSE also offers values-driven employment and entrepreneurial opportunities for young people
in LAC. Survey evidence suggests young people are increasingly concerned with ethical leadership and
social values in their careers, making the SSE’s socially driven goals and democratic governance attractive
factors for those born after 1989 (O’Boyle, 2021119)). In Brazil, for example, people aged under 25 account
for 26% of the workforce in social enterprises, and those aged between 25 and 39 account for 46% of
social enterprise employment (Mdller, 2020201). The 2021 OECD Youth and Social Enterprise (YSE) survey
revealed multiple potential advantages brought about by social enterprises for young people, including the
potential to generate social innovation and innovative solutions for local issues and employment
opportunities (Figure 2.2) (OECD, 202221)).

Social enterprises can help young people acquire work experience as well as essential leadership
and transformative skills for better job prospects. Young people who have acquired people-centred
and sustainability-focussed mind-sets and skills as leaders in social enterprises carry these into the wider
economy and support its transformation towards more sustainable practices as intrapreneurs (i.e.
employees within an organisation who apply entrepreneurial approaches to advance innovation and
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organisational development) (Grayson, 20114p22)) (Huang, L., S. Yang Lin and Y. Hsieh, 202123).In this
context, the familiarity with social enterprises prior to entering labour markets can be an important factor.
A large number of higher education institutions in different regions of the world already engage with social
enterprises for this purpose. For example, 89% of higher education institutions in the United Kingdom
surveyed by the British Council, along with 88% in Mexico and 62% in the United States, were working
with social enterprises in 2016 (Council/SERIO, 201624)).

Young people in LAC can benefit from SSE jobs due to the specific forms of exclusion they face.
Young people experience higher levels of unemployment and inactivity. In countries such as Colombia,
young men with low-to-medium income face a higher risk of involvement with gang activity (Blattman,
Rodriguez Uribe and Tobdn, 202425)). Employment and community engagement, on the other hand, can
reduce the risk that a young person will join a criminal network. The SSE offers a pathway for youth,
whether through social entrepreneurship or membership of an existing SSE entity, to enter the labour
market. In 2021, Mexico’s National Institute for the Social Economy (INAES) hosted the Encuentro
Iberoamericano de Juventudes: Reconstruir el mundo desde la Economia Social y Solidaria to give LAC-
wide visibility to the SSE’s potential to support young people (INAES, 20212¢)).

Figure 2.2. Young people and social enterprises

Young people aspire to entrepreneurial
jobs with social impact.

450/ of young people plan to
0 become entrepreneurs
after graduating.

(OECD/European Commission, 2021)

Social enterprises offer employment
opportunities to young people.

10 0/ of businesses in Europe
0 are social enterprises
(Monzdn and Chaves, 2016)

50/ of young people are actively
0 working on a start-up.
(OECD/European Commission, 2021)

2 80/ of social entrepreneurs in
O Westem Europe are age 18-34.
(Bosmaet al., 2016)

400/ of young people prioritise
Osocial impact in career choices
(World Economic Forum, 2017)

18 0/ of French social enterprise
0 employees are expected
to retire by 2028.
(ESS France, 2020)

Source: Based on various sources compiled in (OECD, 2022p21)), "Unlocking the potential of youth-led social enterprises”, OECD Local Economic
and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2022/11, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/d5bddad8-en.

Migrants

SSE entities also play a strategic role in supporting asylum seekers throughout their journey from
and into LAC countries. In mid-2023, 22.1 million were displaced in the Americas (UNHCR, 202427)).
LAC represents one third of all new asylum applications in the world according to UNHCR. Over 7.7 million
Venezuelans have left their home country alone since 2015 (IDB, OECD, and UNHCR, 202325)).1* SSE
entities, such as grassroots associations, international NGOs or start-ups, support refugees in their country
of origin, through transit countries and in host countries through different forms of humanitarian, legal,
social and labour market support (Figure 2.3Error! Reference source not found.). In Mexico, for
example, organisations such as the Centro Mexicano Pro Bono, the Fundacion Barra Mexicana or Asylum
Access Mexico work along the country’s borders to provide legal support and counselling to refugees
(Centro Mexicano Pro Bono, 2024pg; Fundacion Barra Mexicana, 20240; Asylum Access Mexico,
202431;; OECD, 202332). (Box 2.1)
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Figure 2.3. SSE entities support forcibly displaced people, asylum seekers and refugees
throughout their journey

Return
Country of ; Country of ) ;
The refugee origin Transit destination Local integration
journey R
Forcibly displaced Asylum Refugees
populations seekers —- 9 Resettiement
= Direct assistance to victims = Legal support = Labour market integration
of human rights violations = Access to decent - Training and skills recognition
How can the = Early hu_manitaria}n response housing - Meaningfu_l jobs.
SSE help? = Countering exploitation = Language and - Matchmaking with local employers
= Ensuring livelihoods cultural mediation . spgial inclusion
= Public advocacy and - Links with the host community
awareness raising - Internal relocation

Source: (OECD, 2023;32)), "The social and solidarity economy as a partner along the refugee journey", OECD Local Economic and Employment
Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/15, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/174514e3-en.

In host countries such as Colombia and Mexico, SSE entities help asylum seekers receive the
administrative, social and labour market support they need. Associations and grassroots
organisations offer help with services such as applications, legal proceedings, translation and access to
social services such as housing and health care. SSE entities also act as effective links to the labour
market through their close links with communities and knowledge of local employment and training
opportunities. Across LAC, for example, the Tent Partnership for Refugees (Tent) provides guidance to
business on how to hire and train refugees, including partnerships that helped refugees find work in
Colombia and Peru (OECD, 202332).
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Box 2.1. In Mexico, the SSE supports the professional and social integration of migrants

The SSE and civil society organisations support migrants along their journey by providing free legal
services, advocacy, and representation to ensure access to justice and protection. When arriving at a
destination country, migrants’ right to access independent, impartial, prompt justice that guarantees
equality and non-discrimination is often violated. However, SSE entities can be useful in protecting
human rights for migrants by guiding migrants through complex legal systems, supporting the exercise
of their rights, or advocating for improved access to their rights or the establishment of better rights.

In Mexico, SSE entities and civil society organisations such as Centro Mexicano Pro Bono, Fundacién
Barra Mexicana, and Asylum Access Mexico address issues such as unfair access to legal
representation and systemic deficiencies in the justice system:

e Centro Mexicano Pro Bono (CMPB) supports civil society organisations and vulnerable
groups, including migrants during the initial phase of their arrival in the destination country.
CPMB offers free-of-charge advisory and legal representation services in areas such as real
estate, and labour matters, among others.

e Fundacién Barra Mexicana (FBM) provides free legal services to low-income individuals,
including migrants, who face legal barriers to accessing justice in Mexico. These barriers can
range from an inability to pay for private legal representation to more structural issues like
discrimination. FBM uses the law as a tool for social change, working to prevent disproportionate
sentences and support migrants’ social integration. Through pro bono legal work, educational
training, and partnerships, FBM helps ensure that vulnerable groups, including migrants, can
have access to justice and equality.

e Asylum Access Mexico (AAM) offers free legal services to help migrants overcome legal
barriers such as unlawful detention and restricted access to employment often faced during the
initial phase of the migrant journey. Through pro bono advisory and legal counseling, AAM aims
to improve living and working conditions, and facilitate access to justice and protection for
refugees seeking asylum in Mexico. AAM also contributes to legal community empowerment
allowing refugee communities and their allies “to understand, use and shape the laws that affect
them”. Lastly, AAM advocates for better policies affecting migrants in Mexico and train
government officials to improve migrant protections.

Source: Centro Mexicano Pro Bono. (2024). https://www.probono.mx/; Fundacién Barra Mexicana. (2024). https://fbma.org.mx/; Fundacion
Barra Mexicana AC. (2021). Strategic plan of the Barra Mexicana AC Foundation for the period 2021-2026; Asylum Access Mexico. (2024).
Where we work. https://asylumaccess.org/where-we-work/mexico/; OECD. (2023). The social and solidarity economy as a partner along
the refugee journey. OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/15. OECD Publishing, Paris.
https://doi.org/10.1787/174514e3-en.

Public employment services collaborate with the SSE to reach the most disadvantaged

In LAC, the SSE’s close relationship with vulnerable groups can support employment and training
policies. Policies can provide a more amenable framework for public employment services (PES) to
support SSE entities to the benefit of jobseekers and vulnerable groups. For example, in France, legal
frameworks outline a role for social enterprises to recruit vulnerable jobseekers to prepare them for the job
market. Associations rely partially on volunteers and outside funding to deliver services to vulnerable
people. In LAC, partnerships between PES and the SSE present an opportunity to leverage their unique
proximity to fragile segments of society.
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Different types of relationships between employment services and the SSE could be further
developed. SSE entities such as social enterprises or co-operatives become employers of vulnerable
people when they hire jobseekers. Work Integration Social Enterprises (WISE), economic entities which
operate with the main objective of helping vulnerable people with social and professional integration, can
benefit from legal recognition to serve this role (ENSIE, n.d.;33)). SSE entities can specialise or provide
wrap-around services for the general or specific challenges faced by vulnerable people, ranging from
health and psycho-social issues, to isolation, debt, or housing. In LAC, the breadth of grassroots
organisations supporting vulnerable groups could be further supported through new funding mechanisms
through employment services.

Coordination between government services and SSE entities can provide new ways of helping
individuals facing complex social challenges. In Argentina, legislation such as Law 13298 on the
Promotion and Protection of the Integral Rights of Children, Youth and Adolescents encouraged
collaboration between government and civil society for socio-professional integration programmes
(Ferraris, 202234)). In Buenos Aires Province, partnership between municipal government and civil society
led to joint programmes for vulnerable people (Buenos Aires Province, 2024s)*?. Partnerships can offer
new ways of supporting individuals as the SSE brings territorial knowledge and relationships with
community businesses (IDB, 20143¢); Jacinto, 2016(37]) (Box 2.2). Different relationships that LAC countries
can leverage with the SSE to jointly deliver policy objectives are displayed in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1. Policy makers in LAC countries can partner with SSE entities to strengthen policy
outcomes in employment

Partnership goals SSE provides a service SSE employs a The SSE and
vulnerable person for | government coordinate
work integration programmes

Description

Example

Contract to achieve
programme objectives

Public employment
service procures intensive
counselling service from
an association for a young
jobseeker

In-work training and/or job
placement

Work integration
experience in a
cooperative for a long-
term unemployed job
seeker

Programme co-
construction or
coordination

Public employment
service consults local
social enterprises to
understand social
challenges in a territory

Source: Author’s elaboration.
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Box 2.2. In Argentina, the SSE and civil society is a partner of subnational government to
support young people into employment and community life

The Province of Buenos Aires works with civil society around youth policies

In Argentina, the Buenos Aires Provincial government collaborates with civil society organisations
(CSO0s), including SSE organisations (e.g. associative forms, cooperatives, grassroots organisations),
for youth policies related to labour market integration through different channels. The Province can
delegate the implementation of youth employment or training programmes to a CSO. CSOs benefit from
the outreach of public institutions, such as schools, vocational training centers, or social services to
connect with young people. CSOs can develop programmes that align with Provincial policies. These
programmes, tailored to the needs of youth, may receive public funding under a model of "public-private
shared management". CSOs can work to influence public policies, using their accumulated expertise
from prior projects to contribute to broader public strategies.

The Envién programme

Envién is a social inclusion program aimed at supporting vulnerable youth. Envién establishes centers
where the youth receive personalised training with the aim of improving their access to school, local
jobs and social and cultural development opportunities. Services such as educational and vocational
training, psychological and social counseling, and personalised mentorship are delivered by CSOs.
CSOs ensure that local needs are met through the programme and provide feedback to the government
with the aim of improving the programme or general policies.

Source: Jacinto, C. (2016). Redefining employability in training and labor insertion programs for young people: The role of Civil Society
Organizations. In E. Faur (Ed.), Rethinking social inclusion: Public policies and civil society in Argentina (1991-2016), Fundacién Tzedaka

- Capital Intelectual; Buenos Aires Province (2024). Envién. Retrieved from
https://www.gba.gob.ar/desarrollo_de_la_comunidad/asistencia/envion.

The social economy can help facilitate transitions from informal to formal jobs

The SSE, and co-operatives in particular, can play a significant role in addressing the challenges
posed by informality. In LAC, small-scale, often informal, entrepreneurship is prolific in many urban
peripheries and rural areas. For these producers, cooperativism offers a starting point for entrepreneurs to
upscale economic activity through association, or at times developing co-operative forms of joint self-
employment (OECD, 2022zg)). Multiple factors related to the structure of worker co-operatives encourage
the formalisation process, including economies of scale and access to social protection programmes
(Figure 2.4). Policies help co-operatives grow and formalise activity.

LAC countries have lowered the minimum number of people required to form a co-operative to
facilitate their growth among small informal businesses. In 2016, Chile reduced the minimum number
of people to form a co-operative from ten to five (Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile, 202339)). In
2024, Costa Rica reduced the minimum from twenty to eight (INFOCOOP, 20240)). By lowering barriers
to entry, small groups of informal workers, often operating in the popular economy, have an avenue to
progressively formalise their activity.

While tax incentives are used to promote co-operatives, wrap-around measures can help small-
scale or young co-operatives to raise productivity. Productivity policies intended for SMEs can be
expanded to the SSE. Productivity policies can include sectoral and value chain development. Policies can
support co-operative internationalisation (OECD, 2023415). Entrepreneurship policies can support access
to international networks, trade fairs, and tailored advisory.
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Workforce development and innovation policies can help the SSE and popular economy
organisations advance towards formal activity. When a co-operative is of small size, as for other forms
of SMEs, it inhibits investment in employee skills, a strong driver of productivity growth for small firms. High
direct and indirect costs, such as training expenses and uncertain returns on investment, can be a barrier
for SME investment in skilling programmes (Marchese, 2019u2)). Although co-operatives’ democratic
structure encourages inward training, policy can encourage investment in worker skills. In Colombia, for
example, 1988 Law 79 outlines that co-operatives must allocate one-fifth of surpluses to an education fund
(OECD, 202243)). SME workforce development policies can also include a digital dimension that encourage
employees to adopt digital technologies (Kergroach, 202144)).

Through legislation, co-operatives can also strengthen access to social security contributions.
Legal frameworks tie co-operative status to social security contributions, such as pension contributions or
occupational health and safety. Supervision systems are used to confirm if co-operatives meet regulatory
requirements around social insurance and working conditions, preventing the misuse of co-operatives for
subcontracting which is observed in some countries (OECD, 2022;zs)).

Figure 2.4. Pathways through which the social and solidarity economy contributes to reducing

informality
@ Increasing bargaining power
through collective action

— Tax incentives to facilitate collective
ea .\! entrepreneurship (cooperatives, social
4 enterprises, etc.)

The social

economy ... for the

Lower entry barriers to form social formali-

- . sation of
economy organisations (e.g. cooperatives) labour

opens
pathways %

Facilitating access to training and education
opportunities

Advocating for decent work conditions ‘

Source: Conclusion drawn from OECD (2022), "From informal to formal jobs: The contribution of co-operatives in Colombia", OECD Local
Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2022/07, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/28214bf5-en.
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» Places - Leveraging social capital

to provide innovative solutions to spatial
inequalities

What is the issue?

Access to essential services is unequal across territories in Latin American and the Caribbean
(LAC). Rural regions in Colombia such as Choco, Vaupés, and Vichada have weaker health outcomes
than urban regions, including the share of the population affiliated with the healthcare system and children
with complete vaccination schemes (OECD, 2022ps)). Socio-economic inequalities compound gaps in
access to services. Many of the territories with the weakest access to public services also suffer from lower
levels of economic development. In Mexico, GDP per capita was nearly 3.5 times higher in the 20% of
regions with the highest GDP per capita relative to regions with the lowest 20% GDP per capita (OECD,
2022145)). Extreme forms of poverty persist in LAC, concentrating in vulnerable territories on the outskirts
of major cities or in isolated rural areas.

Social innovation helps reduce gaps in access to essential services. Social innovation offers novel
services, goods, and relationships that introduce solutions to persistent social problems. Social innovation
is an inherently territorial phenomenon as it occurs to resolves issues faced by a community. Social
innovation is a distinctive feature of the SSE. Local networks often drive social innovation in a specific
territorial context. Groups such as agricultural or waste management co-operatives, neighborhood
associations, and small solidarity-based productive units, bring solutions to issues such as resource
management, weak access to markets, and homelessness.

In urban peripheries or rural territories in LAC, municipal or regional governments can stimulate,
accompany, and help scale grassroots innovation. Tools include public procurement, social vouchers,
and policies that develop the skills of those working in the SSE. They can also support the formalisation of
informal entities into SSE forms such as associations, co-operatives, or social enterprises.

Regions and cities develop strategies for the SSE and social innovation

There is potential for subnational as well as national governments to develop strategies for social
innovation to meet local needs. In countries such as Brazil, Colombia and Mexico, subnational
governments have taken initiatives to support the SSE. For example, nine states out of 27 in Mexico have
their own SSE laws, along with multiple Brazilian states (OECD, 2023[13). Regions and cities are uniquely
positioned to support social innovation, as subnational governments can involve the SSE in resolving
issues facing their constituency. Paired with national frameworks, subnational policy making on the SSE
recognises the sectors’ close ties to local economic activity, such as the circular economy, and territorial
dynamics such as geographic isolation, housing shortages or homelessness.

In some countries, however, few subnational governments have devoted resources to the SSE,
despite the important role it can play in meeting the needs of residents. Across the OECD, and
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especially in Europe, cities (e.g. Barcelona, Brussels, Strasbourg, and Paris) and regions have enabled
the SSE and social innovation to access resources and networks through dedicated strategies. Places
promote social innovation through programmes that foster collaboration between actors, financing and
political support for these initiatives.

Some regions and cities dedicate resources and strategic thinking to develop regional or local
strategies. Regions in multiple OECD countries have dedicated substantial resources and attention to
SSE strategies. In Quebec, Canada, the provincial government adopted a law on the social economy,
which granted the government legal purview to support the SSE (Quebec Province, 2013u¢)). In Navarra,
Spain, the regional government has created a specific department for Social Rights, the Social Economy
and Employment, accompanied by regional plans to support the SSE (Navarra Government, 20247)).

Cities and regions have also been champions of the SSE in multiple LAC countries. Compared to
Europe, subnational policies in LAC countries tend to focus on supporting the economic potential of co-
operatives and small productive units. For example:

¢ In Argentina, the Province of Buenos Aires operates a dedicated department for SSE development
to promote social entrepreneurship and the economic activity of SSE entities (Province of Buenos
Aires, 2024g)).

¢ In Brazil, federal states have or have had policies for SSE development. In the state of Ceara, for
example, the regional government helps institutionalise the SSE, encourage entrepreneurship,
support access to circular economy services, and stimulate territorial development (State of Ceara,
Nn.d.[49)).

¢ In Colombia, Medellin has had a policy for the SSE since 2011, as well as decade-long strategic
plan (2016-2025) for its development that earmarks financial resources for SSE development and
sets strategic objectives (City of Medellin, 2015(s0)).

¢ In Mexico, nine Mexican states have developed strategies and/or laws for the SSE. The state of
Jalisco runs a programme to promote the SSE focused on financing projects that help fight poverty,
in line with the state’s social development strategy (State of Jalisco, n.d.sy). Mexico City
administers an SSE programme that provides economic support and technical assistance to co-
operatives in the city (Mexico City, 2024s2)). The state of Veracruz passed a law that promotes the
SSE (State of Veracruz, 2018s3)).

Subnational strategies finance, structure, and provide a network for the SSE. City halls, provincial
governments, and state government provide financing for activities such as training and education,
strengthen value chains, perform regulatory reform, and build networks. In the city of Medellin, Colombia,
for example, the 2015-2025 SSE plan devotes 30%, 40%, 10%, and 20% of its budget respectively to
education and training for the SSE, measures to strengthen and accompany the SSE, SSE network
development, and communication efforts around the SSE. The state of Ceara, Brazil, supports the SSE
through actions that help structure the sector, such as through the creation of a sectoral council,
registration, and product certification, while also deploying entrepreneurship development efforts around
value chain development and support for commercialisation of goods and services produced by the SSE.

There are many good practices for regional and local SSE strategies. Foremost, strategies should
focus on a selected number of clear priorities to avoid capacity challenges, with secure sources of funding
tied to objectives (OECD, 2020is47). Subnational efforts need to consider the national legal status of the
different types of SSE entities. Regional and local strategies also need to embed policy thinking around
the SSE in tandem with other social and economic priorities. Entities themselves also need to be involved
in strategy development to ensure alignment of priorities and capacity. Finally, the creation of regional
social economy councils or collaborations with universities can help subnational government measure the
impact of local SSE activity. In Mexico, for example, the national government’'s NODESS programme
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institutionalises and provides actions to support sectoral clusters of SSE entities (Government of Mexico,
202455)).

Social innovation can be a component of subnational SSE strategies. Social innovation is typically
local. Social innovation is driven by novel relationships and methods between actors seeking to resolve
problems in their community. In Europe, initiatives such as circular economy programmes, social grocery
initiatives and local job guarantee schemes have helped mitigate poverty or improve the reuse of materials
based on territorial needs (Oosterlynck, Kazepov and Novy, 2019se)). In LAC, social innovation flourishes
due to the very high level of civil society activity that seeks to respond to enduring social problems (ECLAC,
2010s7). Although cities such as Medellin include social innovation in their local SSE strategies, this pillar
of SSE activity is not always prominent across local government approaches to SSE development in LAC.

Community-based initiatives in LAC provide a favourable environment for social innovation to
grow and scale. OECD research on social innovation suggests a local “ecosystem” approach best
encourages the growth of social innovation (OECD, 2021 sg)). Subnational governments can build a social
innovation ecosystem composed of three pillars:

e Subnational policy can build favourable framework conditions for social innovation, including
leveraging national legislation and regulations, promoting a social innovation culture and promoting
collaboration among SSE actors.

e Subnational government can advance policy implementation, including measures that create a
market for social innovations, as well as those that strengthen the quality and quantity of social
innovation initiatives.

e Finally, policymakers can endorse dynamics reporting, which involves measuring impact and
adapting social innovation to results and changes in external conditions and objectives.

Cities and regions in the OECD have developed an ecosystem approach to spur social innovation
locally. In the Flemish Region of Belgium, for example, the regional government supports the Social
Innovation Factory (European Commission, 2024s9). The Factory supports social innovators through
knowledge, networks and access to financial partners. The City of Barcelona, Spain, implemented a social
innovation strategy between 2021 and 2023 with three objectives, including access to rights, a new social
model for the city and digital transformation (City of Barcelona, 2021s0). Finally, through public
procurement, subnational governments in LAC can pair policy objectives with SSE development through
public procurement strategies that are conducive to the SSE (Box 3.1).
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Box 3.1. In countries such as Brazil and Colombia, government programmes encourage SSE
development through the procurement of goods and services

Conducive frameworks and incentives can encourage SSE procurement

Social procurement entails the purchases of goods and services to create social value. According to an
OECD report on social procurement, subnational government accounts for around 64% of public
procurement spending, which in turn represents an average of almost 13% of GDP on average in OECD
countries. Social procurement is an implementation tool for subnational SSE strategies, as it can
provide financial opportunities for the social innovation in different sectors in which a City Hall of regional
government seeks social impact, such as waste management, work integration, or agriculture. For the
SSE, procurement is a precious resource to diversify funding which can be reliant on a few project-
based sources or weak access to markets.

Procurement programmes for school lunches in the LAC region and social procurement in Colombia’s
2022-2026 National Development Plan

In the LAC region, national and subnational administrations have deployed social procurement
programmes, notably for school lunch programmes. Through these programmes, public administration
purchase food for school lunches from small popular economy agriculture or co-operatives.

e In Brazil, 30% of purchases made for school made through the Programa Nacional de
Alimentacdo Escolar (PNAE) come from family agriculture.

¢ In Chile, programmes such as the Junta Nacional de Auxilio Escolar y Becas involve quotas for
local-sourced food in school meals.

e In Peru, the Ministry of Development and Social Inclusion Programa Nacional de Alimentacion
Escolar Qali Warma purchases local produce for school meals.

In Colombia, the National Development Plan 2022-2026 broadened the regulatory framework for social
procurement from the popular and solidarity economy. State entities can procure goods and services
with popular and SSE entities in sectors as diverse as rural housing and small roads to food production
and sanitation.

Source: (OECD, 2023s1)), "Buying social with the social economy: OECD Global Action “Promoting Social and Solidarity Economy

Ecosystems™, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/19, OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/c24fccd0-en.

In LAC’s rural territories, social innovation enhances access to public services

Unleashing the potential of social innovation can help overcome challenges in Latin America and
the Caribbean’s rural territories. Compared to urban areas, rural areas face a high level of outmigration,
which weakens their capacity to attract people and skills needed for local economic activity. Sparse
population and increasing pressures on public finances weaken access to public services and
infrastructure such as health care, education and training, and transportation. In LAC countries, geographic
barriers, extensive landmasses, and less developed transport infrastructure can accentuate the challenges
of rurality. Social innovation — as a form of bottom-up innovation that seeks new and cost-effective answers
to societal problems — has flourished in rural contexts, striving to maintain social inclusion and advance
productive development in adverse conditions.

Social innovation in rural areas responds to specific spatial challenges. The SIMRA project, Social
Innovation in Marginalised Rural Areas, catalogued more than 300 social innovation experiences in Europe
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and the Mediterranean basin in rural contexts (SIMRA, 2020s2;; OECD, 2024s3)). Projects tackle issues
such as depopulation, sustainability of agriculture, forest management, the economic exclusion of women,
or the integration of migrants. In the French overseas department of Guadeloupe, in the Caribbean, the
VALAB project finances a farmer-led approach to shifting from vanilla monoculture production to more
diversified ecosystemic forms of agriculture, providing more stable income to farmers and protecting
threatened cultural heritage (SIMRA, 2020p4). In thirteen localities in rural Peru, a social innovation
partnership between the CAF development bank and Agualimpia, an NGO, strengthened citizen
knowledge of water management to improve access to potable water (CAF, 2021s)).

Governments and regions can promote and scale existing social innovations in a LAC rural
context. Framework conditions and implementation measure need to consider several gaps compared to
an urban context (OECD, 2024se).*® Subnational governments in rural areas in LAC may have limited
capacity, both in terms of staff knowledge and financing, requiring national governments to consider
capacity building options. Polices may need to consider ways to foster civil society linkages over long
distances, given the weaker presence of civil society and the SSE may be less dense than urban areas.
Policy to stimulate rural social innovation may also consider participatory processes for civil society to
engage service delivery bodies to co-construct solutions. Regional governments, operating in tandem with
the local level, may have a more prominent role to play in a LAC context to connect intra-regional social
innovation.
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» Firms — Newer SSE forms support

collective entrepreneurship

What is the issue?

The social and solidarity economy (SSE) is constantly evolving in LAC, shaped by the unique
social, economic, and political contexts of the region. In recent years, there has been a surge in
innovative SSE entities and community-based initiatives, some of which leverage technology such as
platform co-operatives to foster community engagement, generate employment opportunities, and
enhance local economic and social development (OECD, 20237)).

SEE entities also participate in multilateral flows of goods and services, investment, and intangible
assets. Some SSE entities go international to scale up their impact and reach a wider group or to
strengthen their capacities to deliver their social mission for the existing target. For example, Mexico’s
National Institute of Social Economy (INAES) implemented specific initiatives (Box 4.1) to strengthen, link
and generate SSE entities through inward internationalisation strategies including the importation and
adaptation of organisational business models, the adoption of new technologies, and the promotion of
knowledge and know-how transfer through collaboration via international multilateral networks for capacity
building (OECD, 2023ss)).

Box 4.1. INAES Rodando Juntas initiative (Mexico)

Rodando Juntas was a pilot project which was born out of the need to increase formal social protection,
especially for self-employed and informal sector workers in the co-operative sector. It was carried out
jointly with the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP) as manager and investor,
the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB), the Ministry of Labour and Employment Promotion of
Mexico City, and CoopCycle, an international federation of bicycle delivery co-operatives. CoopCycle’s
digital platform has a cycle-logistics tool that allows Mexican bike messaging collectives to deliver more
efficiently and competitively. Since the software is protected by a reciprocity licence, which reserves its
use to co-operatives, the requirement established by CoopCycle to license the platform was the
commitment of the bike messaging collectives to form a co-operative and become legally constituted
within a period of no more than two years. Two prominent inward-oriented flows were targeted to
achieve these objectives: i) forming an agreement to disseminate and transfer knowledge and best
practices; and ii) an international licensing agreement that allows bike messenger collectives to make
use of CoopCycle's digital platform.

Source: Case study “Building capacities not co-operatives: an inward approach for the internationalisation of social economy policies in
Mexico” for OECD Global Action PLP.
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Social enterprises

Many countries around the world are increasingly recognising the contribution of social
enterprises to economic and inclusive growth and sustainable development. Some form of
legislation on social enterprises already exists in 16 EU countries, and explicit policies or strategies to
boost their development exist in the other 11 EU countries (OECD, 2022(s9]). For example, in the European
Union, based on national-level data, there are over 246 000 social enterprises with variation in legal forms
among member states, of which almost 43 000 are ex lege and over 203 000 are de facto social enterprises
(European Commission, 20247q). These entities are active in a broad range of sectors, offering innovative
solutions to pressing challenges (Box 4.2). For example, they help address demographic changes linked
to ageing populations (e.g. Italy, Luxembourg); climate change; regional development, and revitalisation
of remote communities (e.g. Slovakia, Spain); care activities, education, community development,
environment and energy, social housing (e.g. France), and migrant integration (e.g. France, Spain). They
are also active in work integration activities (WISEs, work integration social enterprises).

Box 4.2. What is a social enterprise?

A social enterprise is an entity, which trades goods and services, fulfils a societal objective and whose
main purpose is not the maximisation of profit for the owners but its reinvestment for the continued
attainment of its societal goals (OECD, 2022(71). It has the capacity for bringing innovative solutions to
social problems, among which are social exclusion and unemployment (OECD, 199972;). The OECD
definition considers that social enterprises emerge from the social economy and extend the scope of
the social economy beyond its traditional forms.

Source: (OECD, 202271))). (OECD, 199972))), (European Commission, 201173)))

In LAC, social enterprises build on grassroots efforts, including Indigenous organisations. These
organisations typically leverage principles of collective and self-management, along with social capital to
address the region's unequal economic and social dynamics. As a result, small businesses owned and
managed collectively by beneficiaries have developed, providing a pathway to improve living standards
through market-driven strategies. Among these entities are Indigenous and Community-Based
Organisations (COM), which represent one of the oldest forms of organisations resembling social
enterprises in the region and their origins can be traced back to the indigenous societies. Examples of
such organisations can be found in Bolivia and Mexico, while similar patterns also exist in Chile, Ecuador,
and Brazil (Luiz Gaiger et, 2019(74)).

Additionally, it is common that co-operatives operate as de facto social enterprises in LAC. This
refers to organisations that share the principles and mission of social enterprises in practice, albeit not
legally formed as such. For example, in Colombia de facto social enterprises (Box 4.3) can be found in
sectors such as the financial, savings, and credit sector; agriculture, livestock, and food industries,
insurance, transport; social services and health, among others. The 2018 performance report published
by Confecoop, the confederation of co-operatives in Colombia, underlines the relevance and impact of this
type of organisations and indicates that co-operative services reach all 32 departments of Colombia
through 3 205 active co-operatives accounting for nearly 6.3 million members and 139 093 direct jobs in
the country.
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Box 4.3. Colombia: De facto social enterprises in the absence of legal frameworks

In Colombia, it is common to find co-operatives operating as de facto social enterprises, i.e.
organisations that are not legally constituted as social enterprises but share the principles and
mission of social enterprises in practice. Colombia has identified a specific role for co-operatives
and more broadly for the social and solidarity economy, to support transition to formal labour.
Co-operatives alone account for 64% of social economy organisations, generate around 140 000 direct
jobs and include almost 6.3 million members. The National Development Plan 2022-2026
acknowledges that strengthening the National Plan for the Promotion of Solidarity Economy and Rural
Co-operative will contribute to decent work and rural employment. Since 1988, Colombia has adopted
laws and regulatory decrees aimed at the formalisation, growth, monitoring, and control of
co-operatives. The Law 79 of 1988 and the Law 454 of 1998 were fundamental for co-operatives and
solidarity economy, as they established conceptual frameworks and rules for the regulation of these
organisations and the overall solidarity economy.

Legislation introduced in 2020 to reduce the minimum number of people required to establish a
co-operative from twenty to three, has made them even more accessible and easy to establish. Unlike
for-profit enterprises, co-operatives are required to allocate at least 20% of their surplus to invest,
through an education fund, in education, training and capacity building for their members and
communities. In addition to the simplified process to create a co-operative compared to other firms, they
also benefit from a specific 20% income tax regime compared to 35% for traditional enterprises. These
factors, in addition to better working conditions and access to social security benefits, are important
magnets towards formality.

Source: (Hernandez Salazar, 2018s)) (ILO, 2019s)) (OECD, 2022;59]) (OECD, 2022p77)

Supporting the development of social enterprises could bring many benefits to LAC. Social
enterprises are important drivers for job and economic value creation (CIRIEC, 2017(7g)). For example, in
the United Kingdom, social enterprises employed roughly 5% of the national workforce in 2017 (Social
Enterprise UK, 2018(79)). Moreover, many social enterprises such as work integration social enterprises
(WISEs) prioritise hiring vulnerable or marginalised groups who would otherwise struggle to find
employment. Supporting the development of social enterprises can enable policy makers to tackle social
challenges more efficiently than would otherwise be possible. For example, Spain promoted social
enterprises as a way to offset the effects of the 2008 global financial crisis, fiscal austerity and high
unemployment.

Platform co-operatives

Platform co-operatives? have emerged around the world as alternatives, in reaction to the
shortcomings of the sharing and gig economy. These co-operatives are digital interfaces and whose
members have democratic ownership and control, whereas conventional platforms are owned by a single
entity or private investors (Figure 4.1). They can be defined by two fundamental elements: the presence
of a digital interface to intermediate the exchange of goods or services, and the principles of democratic

The terms "platform co-operative(s)” and “co-operative platform(s)” are used interchangeably and thus mean the
same. Both terms hold no designation as to the legal form of a co-operative as these terms can also refer to entities
that adhere to the cooperative principles, irrespective of whether they formally adopt the legal form of a cooperative.
Both terms hold no designation as to the legal form of a co-operative as these terms can also refer to entities that
adhere to the co-operative principles, irrespective of whether they formally adopt the legal form of a co-operative.
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ownership and control (Scholz et al., 2021js0}). In LAC, in general, co-operatives are a fundamental part of
the SSE, because of their important role in improving conditions for their members (e.g. housing, health
insurance, microfinance), enhancing employment opportunities and creating solidarity among workers.

Figure 4.1. What is a platform co-operative?

A platform cooperative is collectively owned and managed by its members.
It uses a website and/or mobile app to intermediate the exchange of goods and/or services

Human-centred

Education, training Democratic Collective s —]
ad £ing Chneth local value creation
Address members’ Control over the Accountability and
Open Collaborative Flexible working digi
q .g.. gital tools, data
membership peedsSophetieg management conditions AP Taner] transparency to

working conditions) members and workers

privacy rights

5 Ll 32% /e\ E,

Source: (OECD, 20237))

Based on estimates, there are over 500 platform co-operatives worldwide4, active in many sectors
(Scholz, 20201). Based on estimates, there are over 500 platform co-operatives worldwide, active
in many sectors (Scholz, 20201)). Their activity ranges from storage and management of data (Scholz
and Calzada, 20212 to sectors such as culture, catering, cleaning, delivery, home services, care,
transportation and tourism. For example, in Mexico, the co-operative project Thlok Ciclo-logistica carries
out deliveries exclusively by bicycle and offers a webshop and mobile e-commerce application. Its services
are available to both individuals and companies. The project is supported by CoopCycle, a federation of
co-operatives present in 16 countries (OECD, 202367)). In Brazil, platform co-operatives came to the fore
as alternatives to other platforms following events such the 2020 countrywide riders’ strike (strike of
delivery workers) and debates around decent work and workers’ rights in the delivery sector (OECD,
202367)).

Operating from the grassroots, platform co-operatives initiate local collaborations to provide
services and infrastructure, thereby contributing to local development. They can help local
development in general through expanding social innovation and favouring alternative approaches, such
as community wealth building. They can mobilise local actors, including public authorities, social economy
entities, SMEs, researchers and citizens, and facilitate their collaboration, which contributes to successful
local development approaches (OECD, 2001p3). For example, the French car-sharing co-operative
network Citiz is supported by local authorities through various channels, including the provision of capital,
commitment to use, financing of installations, and support for development and communication.
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Platform co-operatives have the potential to address some of the shortcomings of conventional
platforms, in particular improving working conditions. This way of operating holds the potential to
improve working conditions (International Cooperative Alliance, 2022js4)) while yielding additional benefits
such as enhanced worker retention, worker well-being, improved productivity, better compensation and
greater worker autonomy over labour conditions (Scholz etal.,, 2021s0). Furthermore, platform
co-operatives actively pursue positive impacts on working conditions by mutualising costs or promoting
equitable income distribution (European Commission, 2022(ss)).

In Brazil, projects such as the Platform Co-operative Observatory and the businesses providing
platform work have gained visibility (Grohmann, 2022s7). In 2021, a study by Unisinos University
highlighted that in Brazil, platform co-operatives are relatively new and are slowly emerging either out of
institutionalised cooperativism, with the legal co-operative format or as projects that take on the values of
platform co-operatives, while opting for different legal forms (Silveira, Wegner and Queiroz Silva, 2021 sgj).

Community-based initiatives

In some countries, there is also a growing recognition of the engagement of communities in local
economic and social development. In Mexico for instance, regulated for the 1934 land reform, ejidos
are state-owned agricultural lands that are farmed, individually or collectively, by communities who benefit
from the usufruct. These organisations are recognised as being part of the SSE in the Mexican law on the
social sector of the economy (OECD, 2022[s9)).

Energy communities, or community-led energy projects, are also increasingly popular in LAC as a
way to create resilient and inclusive electricity systems. Countries like Chile have launched initiatives
to support these efforts, including the Energy Commune (Comuna Energética) and Energy Community
(Comunidad Energética) programmes. The Energy Commune initiative, inspired by successful European
models, empowers municipalities to form collectives that engage residents in renewable energy
generation, energy efficiency, and education (Agencia de Sostenibilidad Energética, n.d.is01). Brazil and
Costa Rica have a long history of citizen-led energy co-operatives that have improved electricity access in
rural areas since the 1960s. Recent legislation, such as Brazil's Resolution N. 2 (2021) and Costa Rica's
Law 8345 (2003), has enhanced the operational framework for these co-operatives, allowing them to
integrate various renewable energy sources and adopt participatory governance models (IEA, 202491)).
Another example of community-led projects is RevoluSolar in Brazil, which provides solar energy to
families in Rio de Janeiro’s favelas and the Amazon. This co-operative model, funded by public and
international partnerships, allows members to join at no cost and benefit from reduced electricity bills
through net-metering, while contributing savings to support further initiatives. RevoluSolar also engages
community members through training and enhancing the reliability of electricity services (IEA, 2023[92)).

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) is an innovative farming model that fosters a mutually
beneficial relationship between farmers and consumers based on fairness and transparency. In a
typical CSA arrangement, consumers purchase a share of a farm at the beginning of the growing season,
providing farmers with funding to cultivate their crops. In return, consumers receive a regular supply of
fresh, seasonal produce. This model exists worldwide, known by various names such as Teikei in Japan,
AMAP (Association for the Maintenance of Small-scale Agriculture) in France, and Reciproco elsewhere.
Despite the different names, the core principle remains the same: creating a direct connection between
producers and consumers. CSAs have garnered attention for their potential to positively influence food
choices and health. For example, in Brazil, there is an increasing engagement in community-supported
agriculture (CSA), since introduced in 2011. The dual impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and recent food
crisis has increased the opportunity to expand CSA (Inter-American Foundation, 2023e3)).
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Social finance and impact investing

According to the World Economic Forum, impact investing in Latin America has experienced
exponential growth over the past 10 years, increasing by over 10 times to reach over USD 25 billion
(World Economic Forum, 2021e4)) Investors are increasingly looking for ways to put their funds into
ventures that generate social and environmental benefits alongside financial returns. This includes funds
targeted specifically at social enterprises or projects with measurable social impact. Mexico, Colombia,
and Brazil stand out for their economic strength and the relatively advanced integration of impact finance
within their markets (International Development Research Centre (IDRC), 20169s)).

The landscape of impact investing in LAC comprises a diverse range of actors, including
philanthropic foundations, development finance institutions, venture capital firms, and social
enterprises. Investors are recognising the value of supporting local businesses and community-focused
initiatives. Recent years have seen the development of various financial instruments tailored to social
impact. These include social impact bonds, community investment funds, and blended finance models that
leverage public and private capital to achieve social goals. Investors are increasingly aligning their
strategies with the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals. In LAC, this alignment has fuelled
investments in sectors such as renewable energy, affordable housing, healthcare, and education.

The impact investing market in LAC is still evolving, with limited access to reliable data on impact
metrics and a lack of standardised practices across the sector. Varying regulations across countries
hinder cross-border investments and create complexities for international investors. Many social
enterprises require support to enhance their business models and operational capacities to attract
investment. Providing training and resources for these organisations is crucial. To maximize the potential
of social finance and impact investing in LAC, stakeholders need to work together to address these
challenges. This includes scaling up educational efforts aimed at both investors and entrepreneurs,
promoting transparency in impact measurement, and fostering environments conducive to innovation.
Furthermore, collaboration between government, private sector, and civil society can help create a
supportive ecosystem that not only attracts investment but also drives sustainable development across the
region.
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» Going forward — Implementing the

OECD Recommendation in LAC

Capitalising on the full potential of the social and solidarity economy through framework
conditions

Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) are increasingly using the social and solidarity economy
(SSE) as atool to achieve awide range of policy objectives. The social and solidarity economy is more
and more recognised for playing a major role in building inclusive and sustainable economies and societies
more broadly.

The 2022 OECD Recommendation on the Social and Solidarity Economy and Social Innovation
provides a comprehensive and innovative policy framework that can further capitalise on the full
potential of the SSE and establish the conditions for this area to develop and thrive. The
Recommendation is built around nine building blocks (Figure 5.1) which embed a holistic approach to
finding concrete solutions to barriers and challenges that may hold back SSE organisations. In doing so, it
can help countries, regions and cities understand how their SSE ecosystems in different country contexts
could perform better and be adjusted where necessary. The Recommendation also seeks to raise the
visibility of good practices, learnings from international experience, and reform processes and measures
at all levels of government to facilitate change where and when needed.
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Figure 5.1. Nine Pillars of the Recommendation on the Social and Solidarity Economy and Social
Innovation
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Implementing the Recommendation in Latin America and the Caribbean

Leverage civil society to promote a social and solidarity economy culture

LAC’s thriving civil society offers opportunities for the SSE to develop further. LAC countries
increasingly acknowledge efforts of civil society in different ways, including through policies that recognise
specific forms of civil society initiatives. For example, in Argentina Clubes de Barrio y de Pueblo, play a
role in addressing social challenges. Countries such as Colombia recognise and offer support to “pre-co-
operatives” to help organise, structure, and launch economic and social activities. Public communication
campaigns can further help to spur the interest of citizens in activities such as volunteering, collective
entrepreneurship, and associative engagement.

Amplify the policy momentum through institutional frameworks for the SSE

Policies for the SSE are developing rapidly in LAC countries, offering opportunities for
international mutual learning. Multiple countries have created formal bodies to support its development,
ranging from the Instituto Nacional de la Economia Social (INAES) in Mexico to Ecuador’s National Institute
for the Popular and Solidarity Economy (IEPS) and Superintendence of the Popular and Solidarity
Economy (SEPS). These institutions deliver on the multiple conditions needed for the SSE to flourish,
including building sectoral networks, providing skilling opportunities, financing, and superintendence.

As the policy momentum around the SSE is growing, “one-stop shops” already created in some
LAC countries are an opportunity to delineate and allocate roles and responsibilities for SSE
development across levels of government. This already happening in countries such as Paraguay and
Uruguay, where national institutions exist for the co-operative sector. In Brazil and Costa Rica, Labour
Ministries house SSE responsibilities. Moreover, in countries such as Colombia and Mexico, subnational
governments have invested policy-making efforts into the SSE.
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Consider legal and regulatory frameworks

Legal and regulatory frameworks can help, when deemed necessary, to identify and recognise the
SSE and its forms. Examples include Mexico and Uruguay, which passed legislation that recognise the
SSE (or “popular” and solidarity economy) in its different forms, such as co-operatives and specific forms
such as ejidos (Mexico). In other countries such as Chile and Peru, specific laws regulate SSE forms such
as associations or co-operatives which benefit from recognition. LAC is reflecting on the recognition of
social enterprises as part of the SSE. National legislation is not required to recognise the SSE as
countries can adopt policy-based or subnational approaches. For example, in federal countries such
as Brazil and Mexico, subnational governments play a pivotal role in creating policies on the sector.

Boost access to financial opportunities

Different sources of public financing are available to the SSE in LAC countries. To be effective,
public funding strategies can consider an all-of-government approach as different parts of the state support
the SSE, ranging from contracting from public employment services (e.g. work-based vocational training
in the SSE in Chile) to tax incentives recognised by legislation (e.g. co-operative legislation in Colombia).
Financial opportunities can be staggered based on social value proposed by a group of SSE entities. For
example, parts of the SSE that provide work integration for vulnerable people can receive different levels
of wage subsidies if the jobseeker has disabilities, or if he/she presents other forms of disadvantage.
Countries with public agencies in place, such as Ecuador’s IEPS, provide a one-stop shop for access to
financing and entrepreneurial support opportunities.

Support access to public and private markets

LAC countries facilitate the SSE’s access to both private and public procurement. Through
procurement, public bodies and businesses could buy goods and services from the SSE, supporting the
sector’s growth and achieving social aims. In LAC, many countries, regions, and cities already incorporate
social objectives into their procurement. Procurement’s social objectives can take different forms, such as
the recruitment of vulnerable individuals. In Colombia, for example, processes introduced in the National
Development Plan 2022-2026 promote procurement from the popular economy. Countries can further
encourage or require public bodies to include social objectives in their procurement and dispense training
for officials around tendering processes with the SSE.

Private firms in LAC also purchase goods and services from the SSE as part of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR). Countries undertake certification efforts that allow procurement officials to best
evaluate competitive tendering and businesses to recognise SSE-produced goods and services.
Governments can also facilitate access to private markets more broadly, including consumer markets and
market value chains.

Develop skills and collective entrepreneurship

LAC countries are building access to skills and entrepreneurship training for SSE workers. Some
LAC countries already operate dedicated business support programmes for all forms of the SSE. Business
support and skilling programmes could be made accessible to rural and urban areas, adapted to the
specifics of managing an SSE, and affordable. Some countries can opt to adapt existing vocational training
or business support programmes to the SSE. In Colombia, for example, the National Training Services
(SENA) provides business support for workers in the agriculture co-operative sector. SENA'’s rural branch
— CampeSENA — is an example for other LAC countries in tailoring training programmes to a rural context.
In other instance, as in Ecuador’s National Institute for the Popular and Solidarity Economy (IEPS), an
SSE-specific body provides training for the sector’s workers.
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Build capacity to measure impact and monitor activity

Policies increasingly support, encourage, or require social impact measurement of SSE activities.
Policies such as procurement or other forms of financing include reporting requirements for beneficiary
organisations. Conditions require SSE organisations to present a measurement of the non-market impact
of their activities. Public funding for the SSE, such as in regional or municipal strategies, can also ring-
fence funding to help local SSE entities measure the impact of their activities. For example, local strategies
can help co-operatives and social enterprises to better measure the positive effects of work integration on
the vulnerable people they hire. In LAC, growing regional standards and protocols for impact measurement
in the SSE could encourage intra-LAC cross-border investments and trade in the sector. Different methods
exist to measure social impact, ranging from social return on investment to monetisation techniques
(OECD/European Union, 202496)).

Inform policy through data on the SSE

LAC countries are producing more data on the SSE. Data collection requires defining the SSE and its
different components for official statistics, so as to collect data on the sector in household of labour force
surveys. For example, some countries, such as Portugal, have created satellite accounts in their national
accounts dedicated to the SSE. Argentina maintains statistical records on the popular economy through
the National Registry of Workers in the Popular Economy (ReNaTEP). ReNaTEP is an example that could
be reproduced in LAC countries that do not currently collect data and support entity registration. Territorial
data and statistics on the SSE such as on employment, business turnover, and wages is important to make
policies based on sectoral dynamics. Research funding can also be granted to explore statistical methods
of measuring the SSE.

Stimulate social innovation through partnership

LAC countries encourage partnerships between public, private, and non-profit actors. Social
innovation often takes the form of new territorial relationships that emerge to resolve a defined social
challenge. Civil society or the SSE is often at the forefront of identifying a territorial challenge, such as
energy supply in low-income neighbourhoods or a drought that threatens co-operative agricultural
production in a rural area. Subnational governments can act as leaders to convene civil society with other
stakeholders to help socially innovative solutions emerge. In Mexico, the NODESS policy formalises
territorial alliances between SSE actors to find solutions to collective needs, ranging from financial
challenges, youth issues, and sustainable energy, to culture, well-being and gender. Governments can
create adaptable local level frameworks like NODESS to stimulate social innovation.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint



34|

References

Agencia de Sostenibilidad Energética (n.d.), Agencia de Sostenibilidad Energética, Chile,
https://www.agenciase.org/comunidad-energetica-2/.

Arnold, J. and et al. (2024), “Towards better social protection for more workers in Latin America:
Challenges and policy considerations”, OECD Economics Department Working Papers, No.
1804, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/76a04c6f-en.

Asylum Access Mexico (2024), Where we work, https://asylumaccess.org/where-we-work/mexico/.

Baruah, B. (2023), “Gender Equality and Empowerment in the Social and Solidarity Economy,
Encyclopedia of the Social and Solidarity Economy”, Edward Elgar Publishing Limited in
partnership with United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy
(UNTFSSE), https://knowledgehub.unsse.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Encylopedia-
Knowledge Hub 32.pdf.

Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile (2023), Distribucion de las cooperativas por rubro y
ndmero de socios,
https://obtienearchivo.bcn.cl/obtienearchivo?id=repositorio/10221/35588/1/Distribucion_de las

cooperativas_por_rubro y numero _de socios.pdf.

Blattman, C., A. Rodriguez Uribe and S. Tobo6n (2024), Comprender como reducir el reclutamiento
de adolescentes en pandillas: evidencia de Medellin, Colombia, https://es.poverty-
action.org/understanding-how-reduce-adolescent-recruitment-gangs-evidence-medellin-
colombia.

Buenos Aires Province (2024), “Envion’,
https://lwww.gba.gob.ar/desarrollo_de la _comunidad/asistencia/envion.

Bunders, D. et al. (2022), “The feasibility of platform cooperatives in the gig economy”, Journal of
Co-operative Organization and Management, Vol. 10/1, p. 100167,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcom.2022.100167.

Burnicka, A. and J. Zygmuntowski (2019), #CoopTech: Platform Cooperativism as the Engine of
Solidary Growth, https://instrat.pl/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CoopTech-Platform-
Cooperativism-as-the-Engine-of-Solidary-Growth.pdf.

CAF (2021), Innovacidn social para mejorar el acceso a agua potable en zonas rurales,
https://www.caf.com/es/actualidad/noticias/2021/04/innovacion-social-para-mejorar-el-acceso-
a-agua-potable-en-zonas-rurales/.

CEFURIA (n.d.), Clubes de Troca, https://www.cefuria.org.br/clubes-de-troca/.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

[90]

[15

(31]

[16]

[39]

[25]

[65]

[17]



Centro Mexicano Pro Bono (2024), , https://www.probono.mx/.

CIRIEC (2017), Recent evolutions of the Social Economy in the European Union,
http://www.ciriec.uliege.be/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/RecentEvolutionsSEINEU_Study2017.pdf.

City of Barcelona (2021), Derechos Sociales, Cultura, Educacion y Ciclos de Vida,
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/dretssocials/sites/default/files/arxius-documents/mesura-
govern-innovacio-social-2021.pdf.

City of Medellin (2015), Plan de Desarrollo Decenal de Economia Social y Solidaria 2016-2025,
https://base.socioeco.org/docs/libroplandecenal.pdf.

Cossey, J., T. Dedeurwaerdere and A. Périlleux (2023), “Inherently unstable? Scaling, mission

drift, and the comparative performance of community-based platforms in the sharing economy”,

Ecological Economics, Vol. 212, p. 107927, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2023.107927.

Council/SERIO, B. (2016), Social enterprise in a global context: The role of higher education
institutions, British Council/SERIO Research and Innovation.

Decoop Chile (2017), ¢ Qué tipos de Cooperativas existen en Chile?,
https://www.decoopchile.cl/que-tipos-de-cooperativas-existen-en-chile/.

Dubb, S. (2016), “Community Wealth Building Forms: What They Are and How to Use Them at
the Local Level”, Academy of Management Perspectives, Vol. 30/2, pp. 141-152,
https://doi.org/10.5465/amp.2015.0074.

ECLAC (2010), From social innovation to public policy. Success stories in Latin America and the
Caribbean, https://repositorio.cepal.org/entities/publication/22aaa309-40fe-4b71-820f-
bbe9214950e9.

ENSIE (n.d.), “What is ENSIE ?”, https://www.ensie.org/.

EqualTimes (2024), , https://www.equaltimes.org/lessons-from-latin-america-on-the.

European Commission (2024), Benchmarking the socio-economic performance of the EU social
economy, Publications Office of the European Union, https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-
detail/-/publication/8aa2a5cb-74a7-11ef-a8ba-0laa75ed71al/language-en.

European Commission (2024), Social Innovation Factory, https://projects.research-and-
innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-
policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/repository/social-innovation-factory.

European Commission (2022), Transition Pathway for Proximity and Social Economy Ecosystem,
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/52015.

European Commission (2011), Social Business Initiative. Creating a favourable climate for social
enterprises, key stakeholders in the social economy and innovation.

European Economic and Social Committee, European Union (2017), Recent evolutions of the
Social Economy in the European Union, https://www.ciriec.uliege.be/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/RecentEvolutionsSEINEU_Study2017.pdf.

Eva Varga (2021), “How Public Procurement Can Spur the Social Economy”, Stanford Social
Innovation Review,

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

|35
[29]

[78]

[60]

[57]

[33]

[10

[70]

[59]

(85]

[73]



36 |

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/how public_procurement can _spur_the social economy#
(accessed on 24 June 2021).

Ferraris, S. (2022), “Organizaciones de la sociedad civil y actores del desarrollo socioproductivo
local: articulaciones para la insercion sociolaboral de jévenes matanceros”, Estudios del
Trabajo, Vol. 64, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3258-228X.

Ferreira, S. (2015), “New Paths for Third-Sector Institutions in a Welfare State in Crisis: The Case
of Portugal”, Nonprofit Policy Forum. Ahead of Print., pp. 213-241, https://doi.org/10.1515/npf-
2014-0025.

Ferreira, S. and J. Almeida (2021), Social Enterprise in Portugal Concepts, Contexts and Models,
Routledge, https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429055140.

Fonteneau, B. and I. Pollet (eds.) (2019), The Contribution of the Social and Solidarity Economy
and Social Finance to the Future of Work, International Labour Organization.

Forbes (2021), The Global 2000 2021, https://www.forbes.com/lists/global2000/#32df98965ac0
(accessed on 24 June 2021).

Fundacion Barra Mexicana (2024), , https://foma.org.mx/.

Gaiger, L. (2017), “The Solidarity Economy in South and North America: Converging
Experiences”, Brazilian Political Science Review, Vol. 11/3, https://doi.org/10.1590/1981-
3821201700030002.

Government of India (2021), Strengthening the Cooperative Movement,
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1776506.

Government of Mexico (2024), NODESS, https://sinca.gob.mx/nodess.

Grayson, D. (20114), Social Intrapreneurs - An Extra Force for Sustainability, Doughty Centre for
Corporate Responsibility..

Greffe, X. (2008), “The Role of the Social Economy in Local Development”, in The Social
Economy: Building Inclusive Economies, OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264039889-5-en.

Grohmann, R. (2022), “Worker-Owned Platforms: Cooperatives and Collectives of Platform
Riders”, Revistas USP, Vol. 16, pp. p.209-233.

Hernandez Salazar, G. (2018), “El marco legislativo y su efecto sobre el”’, REVESCO. Revista de
Estudios Cooperativos,, Vol. 127, pp. 139-158, https://doi.org/10.5209/reve.58398.

Huang, L., S. Yang Lin and Y. Hsieh (2021), “Cultivation of Intrapreneurship: A Framework and
Challenges”, Frontiers in Psychology, Vol. 12/731990,
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyq.2021.731990.

ICDE (2022), Platform-Coops in India, https://ia902504.us.archive.org/20/items/platform-co-ops-in-

india-gujarat-and-kerala/Platform%20Co-
0ps%20in%20India%20%28Gujarat%20and%20Kerala%29.pdf.

IDB (2014), “Los jovenes Si-Si: Experiencias y aprendizajes de Organizaciones de la Sociedad
Civil para la transicion de los jévenes entre educacion y trabajo”,
http://dx.doi.org/10.18235/0012688.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

[34]

[11

[55]

[22]

[10

[87]

[75]

[23]

[11

(36]



IDB, OECD, and UNHCR (2023), Socio-Economic Integration of Forcibly Displaced Populations in
Latin America and the Caribbean, https://www.acnur.org/media/socio-economic-integration-
forcibly-displaced-populations-latin-america.

IEA (2024), IEA50, https://www.iea.org/commentaries/bottom-up-energy-transitions-managing-the-

rise-of-energy-communities-in-latin-america.

IEA (2023), IEA5O, https://prod.iea.org/policies/17860-brazils-revolusolar-project.

ILO (2021), World Employment and Social Outlook 2021: The role of digital labour platforms in
transforming the world of work, International Labour Office,
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---
publ/documents/publication/wcms_771749.pdf.

ILO (2019), “Financial Mechanisms for Innovative Social and Solidarity Ecosystems”,
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/cooperatives/publications/WCMS _728367/lang--en/index.htm.

ILOSTAT (2022), Statistics on volunteer work, ILO, https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/volunteer-work/.

INAES (2021), Encuentro Iberoamericano de Juventudes, https://www.gob.mx/inaes/acciones-y-
programas/encuentro-iberoamericano-de-juventudes.

INAES and Ministry of Productive Development (2020), “Nro. 1 Economia social y economia
popular: conceptos basicos, Contribuciones de Consejeres, Serie de Documentos”,
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/coraggio.pdf.

INFOCOOP (2024), Aprobacion de nueva Ley permitird la creacion de cooperativas con un
minimo de 8 personas, https://www.infocoop.go.cr/node/2942.

Instituto Nacional de la Economia Social (2018), Programa de Fomento a la Economia Social
Informe de Avance y Resultados 2018,
http://transparencia.inaes.gob.mx/doctos/pdf/transparencia/Rendicion Cuentas/Avance%20y%
20Resultados%202018%20PFES.pdf.

Intelectual, C. (ed.) (2016), Redefiniendo la empleabilidad en los programas de formacién e
insercion laboral de jévenes. El rol de las Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil, Fundacion
Tzedaka.

Inter-American Foundation (2023), https://www.iaf.gov/content/headline/how-latin-american-
farmers-are-making-the-most-of-direct-sales-to-consumers/,
https://www.iaf.gov/content/headline/how-latin-american-farmers-are-making-the-most-of-
direct-sales-to-consumers/.

International Cooperative Alliance (2022), Platform cooperatives: an alternative model that
empowers workers, https://www.ica.coop/en/newsroom/news/platform-cooperatives-
alternative-model-empowers-workers.

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) (2016), ThE IMPACT INVESTING
LANDSCAPE IN LATIN AMERICA, http://chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://idl-bnc-
idrc.dspacedirect.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/cbf9677a-6d43-4ea4-99e5-
45eeeafe27e9/content.

Kapoor, A. and B. Vaitla (2022), Data co-ops: How cooperative structures can support women’s

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

| 37

[28]

[91]

[92]

[11

[76]

[12

[26]

[10]

[40]

[10

[37]

[93]

(84]

[95]

[11



38 |

empowerment, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2022/11/02/data-co-ops-
how-cooperative-structures-can-support-womens-empowerment/ (accessed on 15 May 2023).

Kergroach, S. (2021), “SMEs Going Digital: Policy challenges and recommendations”, OECD
Going Digital Toolkit Notes, No. 15, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/c91088a4-
en.

Luiz Gaiger et, A. (2019), Social Enterprises in Latin America,
https://doi.org/DOI:10.4324/9780429055164-10.

Mannan, M. and S. Pek (2021), “Solidarity in the Sharing Economy: The Role of Platform
Cooperatives at the Base of the Pyramid”, in Sharing Economy at the Base of the Pyramid,
Springer Nature Singapore, Singapore, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-2414-8 11.

Marchese, M. (2019), “Enhancing SME productivity: Policy highlights on the role of managerial
Skills, workforce skills and business linkages”, OECD SME and Entrepreneurship Papers, No.
16, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/825bd8a8-en.

Matthias Arnold, J. et al. (2024), “Towards better social protection for more workers in Latin
America: Challenges and policy considerations”, OECD Economics Department Working
Papers, No. 1804, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/76a04c6f-en.

Mexico City (2024), Economia Social de la Ciudad de México,
https://trabajo.cdmx.gob.mx/programa_sociales y servicios/apoyo-para-el-desarrollo-de-
sociedades-cooperativas-de-la-ciudad-de-mexico.

Migliaro, L. (2019), Solidarity Economy Roads: Chapter 2 - The Road of the Poor and the Popular
Economy, https://geo.coop/story/solidarity-economy-roads-chapter-2.

Modller, G. (2020), Creative and Social Enterprise in Brazil, British Council/DICE,
https://www.britishcouncil.org.br/sites/default/files/creative_and _social _enterprise in_brazil we

b.pdf.

Moncloa, L. (n.d.), ,
https://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/gobierno/news/paginas/2024/20240129 social-
economy-network.aspx.

Navarra Government (2024), Departamento de Derechos Sociales, Economia Social y Empleo,
https://lwww.navarra.es/es/gobierno-de-navarra/departamento-de-derechos-sociales-economia-

social-y-empleo.

Nicholls, A. (2010), “The Institutionalization of Social Investment: The Interplay of Investment
Logics and Investor Rationalities”, Journal of Social Entrepreneurship, Vol. 1/1, pp. 70-100,
https://doi.org/10.1080/19420671003701257.

No Pausa (2024), Sobre No Pausa, https://no-pausa.com/nosotras.

Noya, A. and E. Clarence (eds.) (2007), The Social Economy. Building Inclusive Economies,
OECD.

Noya, A. and E. Clarence (eds.) (2007), The Social Economy: Building Inclusive Economies, Local
Economic and Employment Development (LEED), OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264039889-en.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

[44]

[74]

11

[42]

(3]

[52]

[12]

[20]

[14

[47]



O’Boyle, E. (2021), 4 Things Gen Z and Millennials Expect From Their Workplace, Gallup,
https://www.gallup.com/workplace/336275/things-gen-millennials-expect-workplace.aspx.

OECD (2024), “Assessing the framework conditions for social innovation in rural areas”, OECD
Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2024/04, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/74367d76-en.

OECD (2024), “Assessing the framework conditions for social innovation in rural areas”, OECD
Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2024/04, OECD
Publishing, Paris,, https://doi.org/10.1787/74367d76-en.

OECD (2024), “Insights from social and solidarity economy data: An international perspective”,
OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2024/05, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/71d212f3-en.

OECD (2023), “Buying social with the social economy: OECD Global Action “Promoting Social and

9993

Solidarity Economy Ecosystems™, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development
(LEED) Papers, No. 2023/19, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/c24fccd0-en.

OECD (2023), “Promoting internationalisation of the social and solidarity economy: From local to
global”, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/12,
OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/7287db10-en.

OECD (2023), “The social and solidarity economy as a partner along the refugee journey”, OECD
Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/15, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/174514e3-en.

OECD (2023), “Beyond pink-collar jobs for women and the social economy”, OECD Local
Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/7, OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/44ba229%e-en.

OECD (2023), “Platform cooperatives and employment: An alternative for platform work”, OECD
Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/16, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/3eab339f-en.

OECD (2023), Policy Guide on Legal Frameworks for the Social and Solidarity Economy, Local
Economic and Employment Development (LEED), OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/9c228f62-en.

OECD (2023), “Promoting internationalisation of the social and solidarity economy: From local to
global”, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/12,
OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/7287db10-en.

OECD (2023), “What is the social and solidarity economy? A review of concepts”, OECD Local
Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/13, OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/dbc7878d-en.

OECD (2023), What is the social and solidarity economy? A review of concepts, OECD Local
Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2023/13, OECD Publishing,
Paris, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/dbc7878d-en.

OECD (2022), Rural Policy Review of Colombia 2022, OECD Rural Studies, OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/c26abeb4-en.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

|39

[19]

[66]

[63]

[15]

[61]

[41]

[32]

[14]

[67]

[13]

[68]

(6]

[12

(5]



40 |

OECD (2022), “Unlocking the potential of youth-led social enterprises”, OECD Local Economic (21]
and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2022/11, OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/d5bddad8-en.

OECD (2022), Designing Legal Frameworks for Social Enterprises: Practical Guidance for Policy ~ [69]
Makers, Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED), OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/172b60b2-en.

OECD (2022), “From informal to formal jobs: the contribution of cooperatives in Colombia”, OECD  [43]
Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers,
https://doi.org/10.1787/28214bf5-en.

OECD (2022), From informal to formal jobs: The contribution of cooperatives in Colombia. (38]

OECD (2022), “From informal to formal jobs: The contribution of cooperatives in Colombia”, OECD [77]
Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2022/07, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/28214bf5-en.

OECD (2022), “Legal frameworks for the social and solidarity economy: OECD Global Action (89]
“Promoting Social and Solidarity Economy Ecosystems”™, OECD Local Economic and
Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2022/04, OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/480a47fd-en.

OECD (2022), OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance 2022, OECD Publishing, Paris, (2]
https://doi.org/10.1787/14108660-en.

OECD (2022), Recommendation of the Council on the Social and Solidarity Economy and Social ~ [71]

Innovation.

OECD (2022), Rural Policy Review of Colombia 2022, OECD Rural Studies, OECD Publishing, [45]
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/c26abeb4-en.

OECD (2022), “Unlocking the potential of youth-led social enterprises”, OECD Local Economic [131]

and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2022/11, OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/d5bddad8-en.

OECD (2021), “Building local ecosystems for social innovation: A methodological framework”, (58]
OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2021/06, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/bef867cd-en.

OECD (2021), Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise development in (13
Brandenburg, Germany, https://doi.org/10.1787/b2e6825f-en.

OECD (2021), OECD Data: General government - General government spending, oecd.org, (13
https://data.oecd.org/gga/general-government-spending.htm (accessed on 24 June 2021).

OECD (2021), “Social impact measurement for the Social and Solidarity Economy: OECD Global ~ [14

Action Promoting Social & Solidarity Economy Ecosystems”, OECD Local Economic and 3]
Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2021/05, OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/d20a57ac-en.

OECD (2020), “Regional Strategies for the Social Economy: Examples from France, Spain, [54]

Sweden and Poland”, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers,
No. 2020/03, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/76995b39-en.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint



| 41

OECD (2020), Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise development in Estonia: In- [145;
depth policy review, https://doi.org/10.1787/8eab0aff-en (accessed on 5 October 2021).

OECD (2020), Integrating Responsible Business Conduct in Public Procurement, OECD [13
Publishing, Paris, https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/02682b01-en.
OECD (2020), “Regional Strategies for the Social Economy: Examples from France, Spain, [16‘}

Sweden and Poland”, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers,
No. 2020/03, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/76995b39-en.

OECD (2020), “Social economy and the COVID-19 crisis: current and future roles”, OECD Policy ~ [11
Responses to Coronavirus (COVID-19), OECD Publishing, Paris,
https://doi.org/10.1787/f904b89f-en.

OECD (2020), Social Economy and the COVID-19 crisis: current and future roles, [7]
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=135 135367-031kjig7v4&title=Social-economy-and-the-
COVID-19-crisis-current-and-future-roles& qa=2.128141004.1161837091.1625056127-
252587504.1613741690.

OECD (2019), Boosting Social Entrepreneurship and Social Enterprise Development in Lithuania, [133]'
https://doi.org/10.1787/502fc6ef-en.

OECD (2019), Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise development in the (13
Netherlands: In-depth policy review, https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-
services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-development-in-the-
netherlands 4e8501b8-en (accessed on 2 August 2021).

OECD (2019), Government at a Glance 2019, OECD Publishing, Paris, (13
https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/8ccf5¢38-en.

OECD (2018), Job Creation and Local Economic Development 2018. Preparing for the Future of (14
Work, OECD Publishing, https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264305342-en.

OECD (2018), Job Creation and Local Economic Development 2018: Preparing for the Future of (8]
Work, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://dx.doi.orq/10.1787/9789264305342-en.

OECD (2016), Social Impact Measurement for Social Enterprises, [12‘}
https://doi.org/10.1787/5]rtpbx7tw37-en.

OECD (2013), Job Creation throught the Social Economy and Social Entrepreneurship, [99]
https://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/130228 Job%20Creation%20throught%20the%20Social%20Ec
onomy%20and%20Social%20Entrepreneurship RC FINALBIS.pdf.

OECD (2013), Policy Brief on Social Entrepreneurship, OECD, https://www.oecd- [15‘}
ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-
development-in-the-netherlands 4e8501b8-en.

OECD (2001), Best Practices in Local Development, Local Economic and Employment (83]
Development (LEED), OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264193369-en.

OECD (1999), Social enterprises, OECD Publishing. (72]

OECD (2023 forthcoming), Empowering communities with platform cooperatives: A catalyst for (86]

local development.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint



42 |

OECD et al. (2023), Latin American Economic Outlook 2023: Investing in Sustainable (1]
Development, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/8c93ff6e-en.

OECD et al. (2022), Latin American Economic Outlook 2022: Towards a Green and Just [4]
Transition, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/3d5554fc-en.

OECD/European Commission (2022), Making the Most of the Social Economy’s Contribution to [14
the Circular Economy, forthcoming.

OECD/European Commission (2022), “Policy brief on making the most of the social economy’s (13
contribution to the circular economy”, OECD Local Economic and Employment Development
(LEED) Papers, No. 2022/01, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/e9eea313-en.

OECD/European Union (2024), Measure, Manage and Maximise Your Impact: A Guide for the [96]
Social Economy, Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED), OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/2238c1fl1-en.

Oosterlynck, S., Y. Kazepov and A. Novy (2019), Governing Local Social Innovation Against [56]
Poverty in Europe, Bristol University Press.

Parente, C. and A. Martinho (2018), “The “Places and Non-places” Held by Women in Social 98]
Economy Organizations”, VOLUNTAS: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit
Organizations, Vol. 29/6, pp. 1274-1282, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11266-017-9942-1.

Platform Cooperativism Consortium (2022), Kerala Plans to Launch 4,000 Platform Co-ops to [191]
Upskill Unemployed Youth, https://platform.coop/blog/kerala-plans-to-launch-4000-platform-co-
ops-to-upskill-unemployed-youth/.

Province of Buenos Aires (2024), Direccion provincial de economia social, (48]
https://www.mapadelestado.gba.gov.ar/organismos/2177.

Quebec Province (2013), Loi sur I'’économie sociale, [46]
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/Ic/E-1.1.1.

Resonate (2022), Resonate Rulebook (co-op bylaws), [14?
https://community.resonate.coop/t/resonate-rulebook-co-op-bylaws/1288.

Scholz, T. (2020), Initiative for Digital Public Infrastructure, (81]
https://publicinfrastructure.org/podcast/11-trebor-scholz/.

Scholz, T. and I. Calzada (2021), “Data Cooperatives for Pandemic Times”, (82]
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Igor-

Calzada/publication/351036868 Data Cooperatives _for Pandemic_Times/links/60805bf6907d
cf667bb5a3f2/Data-Cooperatives-for-Pandemic-Times.pdf.

Scholz, T. et al. (2021), Policies for Cooperative Ownership in the Digital Economy, (80]
https://platform.coop/blog/policies-for-cooperative-ownership-in-the-digital-economy/.

Schwarz, M. and J. Howaldt (2010), Social Innovation: Concepts, research fields and. [182]

Secretaria Nacional de Economia Popular e Solidaria (2024), Economia Popular Solidéria, (11]
https://www.gov.br/trabalho-e-emprego/pt-br/assuntos/economia-solidaria.

Secrétariat d’Etat chargé de 'Economie sociale, solidaire et responsable (2021), L’égalité [97]

femmes-hommes dans I'ESS, https://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/files/2021/DP-rapport-eqalite-

Restricted Use - A usage restreint



fh-CSESS-2021.pdf.

Silveira, A., D. Wegner and J. Queiroz Silva (2021), Cooperativismo de Plataforma como
alternativa para o desenvolvimento econdmico pds-Covid 19,
https://convibra.org/congresso/res/uploads/pdf/artigo _pdfHva77R27.08.2021 19.12.03.pdf.

SIMRA (2020), SIMRA, https://www.euromontana.org/simra/.

SIMRA (2020), VALAB (Integrated Ecosystemic value-enhancement of the Guadeloupe Forest
Agrobiodiversity) — Guadeloupe, France, http://www.simra-h2020.eu/index.php/simra-
innovation-actions/valab-integrated-ecosystemic-value-enhancement-of-the-guadeloupe-forest-

agrobiodiversity-guadeloupe-france/.

Social Enterprise UK (2018), Hidden Revolution. Size and Scale of Social Enterprise in 2018.

State of Ceara (n.d.), Economia Popular e Solidéria e Arranjos Produtivos Locais,
https://www.trabalho.ce.gov.br/economia-popular-e-solidaria/.

State of Jalisco (n.d.), Programa de fomento a la economia social,
https://info.jalisco.gob.mx/gobierno/programas-apoyo/22340.

State of Veracruz (2018), LEY DE FOMENTO ECONOMICO PARA EL ESTADO DE VERACRUZ
DE IGNACIO DE LA LLAVE, https://www.legisver.gob.mx/leyes/LeyesPDF/LFEC0230818.pdf.

Stocksy United (2023), https://www.stocksy.com/service/about/.

Tepper, P. et al. (2020), Making socially responsible public procurement work: 71 Good Practice
Cases, Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg,
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e8cf51d0-f632-11ea-991b-
Olaa75ed7lal/language-en (accessed on 29 July 2021).

The Bastion (2021), The Murky Waters of Kerala’s Knowledge Economy Mission,
https://thebastion.co.in/politics-and/the-murky-waters-of-keralas-knowledge-economy-mission/.

UN Volunteers (2018), 2018 State of the World’s Volunteerism Report: The thread that binds -
Volunteerism and community resilience, UN Volunteers, Washington, DC.,
https://www.unv.org/publications/swvr2018.

UNDP (2024), The Missing Piece: Valuing women’s unrecognized contribution to the economy,
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/blog/missing-piece-valuing-womens-unrecognized-
contribution-economy.

UNHCR (2024), Refugees and migrants in Latin America and the Caribbean benefit local
economies, new studies show, https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/refugees-and-
migrants-latin-america-and-caribbean-benefit-local-economies-new.

World Bank (2022), The Long Shadow of Informality: Challenges and Policies,
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/37511318c092e6fd4ca3c60f0afObea3-
0350012021/related/Informal-economy-full-report.pdf.

World Economic Forum (2021), , https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/03/impact-investing-for-
latin-america-s-great-reset-addressing-the-missing-middle/.

Restricted Use - A usage restreint

| 43

(88]

[62]

[64]

[79]

[49]

[51]

[27]

[14

[94]



44 |

1 n Chile, more than 25% of workers hold informal jobs, while in Brazil and Costa Rica, this figure ranges
from 36% to 43% respectively. The prevalence of informal employment exceeds 50% in Argentina,
Colombia and Mexico and surpasses 65% in Peru.

2 The resulting plurality of organisations, purposes, practices, business models and legal entities that have
emerged across OECD member states and beyond makes it challenging to develop a common definition of the
SSE and clear delineation of its scope. Among the diverse notions, the SSE is the most encompassing term
and is increasingly used by practitioners and academics, as well as at the international level.

3 For example, social innovation could include solutions to long-term unemployment that involve the co-
creation of jobs in SSE entities around the skills of unemployed people, rather than immediate market
needs. Social innovative practices such as fair trade, ethical finance, organic food movements and circular
economy practices are examples which have often been subsequently mainstreamed and adopted by the
rest of the economy (OECD/European Commission, 2022(1317) These innovations contributed to social and
economic transformation and have led many countries to initiate policies, strategies, action plans and legal
frameworks to support it. (OECD, 20207).

4 Some countries have also developed and recognised unique SSE entities. For example, in Mexico, ejidos
are public agricultural land operated jointly by a group of farmers, while in Argentina, Clubes de Barrio are
social inclusion-oriented sports clubs.

5> Longstanding SSE organisations, such as co-operatives, have operated in primary sectors such as
agriculture and mining in LAC for decades. Recent years have seen the rise of innovative models to
address new social and environmental challenges in sectors such as care, domestic work and waste
management.

6 The popular economy combines traditional resources and capacities for labour, technology, organisation,
and commerce to give rise to activities oriented toward securing subsistence. Popular-economy
organisations can fulfil a social mission by ensuring the survival of social groups overlooked by the market
economy, strengthening collective identities and fostering the inclusion of grassroots social actors in local
public spaces (Polanyi 2001, 1977; Gaiger 2016).

" Luis Razeto Migliaroi identifies at least three forms of popular economy organisations/activities: (1)
Labour for personal benefit, performed by independent workers who create goods, provide services, or
sell on a small scale, be it at home, on the street, in the public square, on public transport, at community
fairs, or other places where people gather. In a study of self-employed workers in Chile, three hundred
distinct informal “occupations” were identified. (2) Family micro-enterprises, operated by one to three
people, preparing goods or selling on a small scale, using their living space or an adjacent space for a
workplace and store. Micro-enterprises have become so widespread in the popular districts of the big cities
of Latin America that it is normal to find them in one of every four or five homes. (3) Popular economic
organisations, refer to small groups or associations of people or families who collectively manage their
scant resources so as to develop activities that generate income or provide services to satisfy the basic
needs of work, food, health, education, housing, etc. on a basis of cooperation and mutual aid. Solidarity
workshops, housing committees, “buying together,” community utilities, “building together,” family gardens,
and community development programs are some of the most widespread types. The popular economy
combines traditional resources and capacities for labour, technology, organisation, and commerce to give
rise to activities oriented toward securing subsistence. The popular economy thrives and expands by
seeking out interstices and opportunities in the market, finding ways to make use of benefits and resources
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provided by public services and subsidies, and inserting itself into projects promoted by non-governmental
organizations

8 More recently, the notion of social enterprise has been added to recognise entities that trade goods and
services, that fulfil a social objective and whose main purpose is not the maximisation of profit for the
owners but its reinvestment for the continued attainment of its social goals.

® Data from the Global Action countries (EU countries, Brazil, Canada, India, Korea, Mexico and the United
States), other OECD countries, South Africa and countries in the Asia Pacific.

10'|n Hungary, where the gap is highest, the share of women in management in SSE entities is over 70%,
while it is less than 40% in the wider economy (OECD, 2023[14)). There is also variation in the types of SSE
entities with women as leaders. In Portugal, for example, women are most frequently leaders in
Misericordias (74%), a form of religious social care institution, followed by associations (63%), co-
operatives (55%), mutual societies (38%) and foundations (23%).

11 The majority reside in LAC countries such as Colombia, which hosts 2.9 million Venezuelans, and Peru,
which hosts 1.5 million.

12 For example, Envion establishes local offices for young people to participate in workshops and activities
that support their involvement in community life and employment.

13 See sources in (OECD, 20243)), “Assessing the framework conditions for social innovation in rural
areas", OECD Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Papers, No. 2024/04, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/74367d76-en.

14 platformCoop Directory, Internet of Ownership website, https://ioo.coop/directory, provides a directory
of platform co-operatives around the world.
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