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Background

In 2022, the Government of Mauritius introduced the ‘Prime a L’emploie’ scheme to 
encourage employment of women and disabled persons. Eligible employers would 
benefit of a monthly payment of up to Rs 15,000 ($330) per employee

Eligible 
Employer

Eligible 
Employer Company, société, association, trust, foundation, etc..

Register 
Electronically

Register 
Electronically

Fill application form including unique NID of employees.

Automated check on eligibility and approval by IT system

Monthly 
Return

Monthly 
Return

Submit monthly return based on number

of eligible employee. Payment of

allowance made by bank transfer only.



Triggering the Investigation

Intelligence 
gathered - scheme is 

being abused

Refer to Fiscal 
Investigations 
Department

Trigger risk analysis 
of all beneficiaries 

of scheme

Complaints received 
at Customer 

Service Counter

Refer to Operational 
Services 

Department (Stop 
Payment)

MRA Requests bank 
statements from 

bank

Preliminary 
Enquiries



Preliminary Enquiry: Behind the Veil

Mr. R (Sole 
Director / 

Shareholder)

Total amount involved: 
Rs 31,977,000 ($703,494) & 285 
suspected fictitious employees

Company A 
(50 employees, 

Rs 6,570,000 
($144,540) paid

Company B
 (42 employes, 
Rs 6,806,250 

($149,738) paid

Company C
 (30 employees, 

Rs 4,407,500 
($96,965) paid

Company D 
(42 employees, 

Rs 4,780,000 
($105,160) paid

Company E 
(68 employees, 

Rs 4,320,000 
($95,040) paid

Company F 
(52 employees, 

Rs 5,051,250 
($111,128) paid

Company G 
(1 employee, Rs 
42,700 ($939) 

paid



Preliminary Enquiry: Behind the Veil

• Bank statements of Mr R, his spouse, children and 
Companies A to G received from banks within one month 
of request

• Point to Remember: Payment under scheme was only 
made into employer’s bank accounts 

• Money trail for payments received under the scheme 
made in all accounts



Money Trail: Findings

Rs 4,500,000 ($9,000) 
used to purchase luxury 
car by company E

Overall use of funds

Rs 7,000,000 
($154,000) used as 
deposit for purchase 
of two flats by 
company D

Rs 14,797,729 
($308,000) directly 
transferred to Mr R

Rs 12,053,241 
($265,171)

Foreign Transfers 
(MoneyGram / 

Wise) and other 
use Rs 2,985,000 

($65,637)

Purchase of 
Cryptos (Bifinity 

& binance) Rs 
2,805,104 
($61,712)

Purchase of IP 
Dubai Rs 

6,263,137 
($137,780)

Personal use by Director



Preliminary Enquiry: Outcome

Trigger full Tax 
investigation

Attachment Orders and 
inscriptions for full 
amount paid under 

scheme by MRA

MRA refer to police for 
Objection to Departure 

Refer to Police for 
Criminal Investigation 

Refer to FCC for 
investigation into 

Money Laundering

Refer to FIU to trace 
money sent abroad and 

full money trail

Exchange of information 
under DTAA for 

information on property 
abroad 



Further Developments

Interagency cooperation through intelligence sharing led to:
1. Arrest of Mr R. under Money Laundering charges by FCC
2. Execution of search warrants at his properties and recovery of several phones, 

laptops, deeds, and evidence of personal use of money
3. Seizure of luxury vehicles
4. Discovery of bank locker and jewelries 
5. Police investigation into forgery, making false declaration and other offences

Further considerations:
1. Recovery of money invested in crypto?
2. How Mr. R obtained NIDs of 285 persons?
3. Increased monitoring of beneficiaries under the scheme.
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