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Agenda

10:00 – 11:30

10' Luxembourg Defence Technology and Innovation Community Activities - Alexander Link

40' Joint Defence Call Initiative - Rebecca Damotte
European Defence Agency - Julien Silverio
European Defence Fund - Aziliz Guérin
NATO Innovation Accelerator and NATO Innovation Fund - François Koch

10' Outlook on 2024 activities – Alexander Link

20' Q&A
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Luxembourg Directorate of Defence – Luxinnovation Collaboration

➢ Creation (and animation) of a Luxembourg Defence Technology and Innovation Community

➢ Integration of Luxembourg Industry and Research into European Defence Value Chain 
(within EU and NATO)

➢ Promotion of Luxembourg Industry & Research Defence Capabilities at international level
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Luxembourg Defence Capabilities: 
industry and research (Catalogue 2023)* 

Luxembourg Defence Technology and Innovation Community

➢ Close to 100 companies and research organisations from 
Luxembourg

➢ More than 45 are implicated in national, European or International 
(NATO) R&D and Innovation Defence Initiatives (including R&D)

Space Cyber Materials Energy&Environment Land Simulation Information Air Optronics CBRN

*To be updated in 2024

https://www.luxinnovation.lu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/06/catalogue-defense-2023.pdf
https://www.luxinnovation.lu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/06/catalogue-defense-2023.pdf


NATO Defence Innovation accelerator for 
development of dual-use technologies in Defence
- 10+ accelerators across the Alliance, with more 
planned over the coming years
- 90+ test centres (with more planned)

NATO Innovation Fund: EUR 1 billion venture capital 
fund supporting dual-use technology start-up and SMEs 
in emerging and disruptive technologies such as artificial 
intelligence (AI), biotechnology, energy & propulsion, 
manufacturing, and space.

European Defence Agency (EDA): 
Capability Technology Working Group 
(“CapTech” in charge of developing jointly 
EU future Defence Capability Technologies, 
supported financially by Ministries of 
Defence

European Defence Fund: 8 Billion EUR 
fund of the European Commission to 
finance collaborative defence flagship 
projects targeting operational use in 2028

➢ Stream 1: via national, EU and NATO initiatives

Integration of Luxembourg Industry and Research into European 
defence value chain (within EU and NATO)

National Joint Defence 
Call initiative: 
development of dual-use 
technologies that meet 
the needs of European 
Security and Defence in
priority domains of the 
Luxembourg Directorate 
of Defence



8

Supporting the creation  of collaborations between LU and 
Partner Country industry in view of EDA and EDF R&T and 
Capability Development projects as well as raising the 
awareness of Luxembourg Industry Capabilities at EU Prime 
contractors from relevant countries

Stream 2 via international industry partnerships (bilateral, multilateral) in view of R&D 
collaborations

20 June 2023: Luxinnovation, the Belgium Security 
and Defence Industry (BSDi) Association and the 
Netherlands Industries for Defence and Security 
(NiDV) Association sign a joint declaration on 
collaboration in defence (Space, Cyber and Novel 
Materials)
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➢ Stream 1: fairs with large LU Pavilions enabling delegation visits

➢ Stream 2: symposiums and defence innovation days in the frame of the European Defence Agency (Smal to medium-
sized LU Pavilions coordinated by National Defence Industry Associations of EDA Member States)

Promotion of Luxembourg Industry & Research Defence 
Capabilities at international level

JUNE 2024, PARIS

all domains – LU DoD, 
LXI and Chamber of 

Commerce

MARCH 2024, LILLE

CYBER - LHC, LXI and 
Chamber of Commerce

JUNE 2025, PARIS

SPACE & AIR –
MECO, LSA, LXI and 

Chamber of Commerce

SEPTEMBER 2025, LONDON

all domains - LU DoD, LXI 
and Chamber of Commerce
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Joint Defence Call 
Initiative

Rebecca DAMOTTE
Defence Innovation &
Technology Advisor -

Luxinnovation



Background
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Joint Defence Call Initiative

Why a Joint Defence Call initiative?

➢ EU Member States have to invest 2% of their 
defence efforts into R&D

➢ Cooperation between Directorate of Defence
(DoD)– Ministry of the Economy, Ministry of 
Higher Education and Research – National 
Research Fund – Luxinnovation

➢ Call for proposals will help the DoD

o to get closer to the budgetary objectives

o to offer national actors a possibility to acquire 
a first experience in the defence domain

Defence Policy Orientations

➢ Support the development of dual-use 
technologies

➢ Defence efforts: benefits at national level

➢ Stimulate research in new technologies:

o Spill-over effect on the civil sector

o Green transition

o Strategic positioning of economy and research 
in the defence value chain



Background
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Joint Defence Call 2022

Recall on key elements

➢ Targeted research domains: Space and Materials

➢ Targeted public:

o National companies

o National research organisations

➢ Allocated budget by Luxembourg Defence to the 
Joint Defence Call: 9,5M€ (2022-2024)

o 4,5M€ Fonds de l’innovation

o 5M€ Fonds national de la Recherche

➢ Funding of retained project for maximum 3 years

Results of the JDC 2022

➢ Phase 1: 60 project idea proposals
o 16 proposals in SPACE

o 44 proposals in MATERIALS

➢ Phase 2: 22 projects retained for evaluation by 
independent expert panel

➢ 13 projects retained for funding:

o 5 projects in MATERIALS

o 8 projects in SPACE

Link to past edition

https://research-industry-collaboration.lu/calls/joint-call-defence


Background
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Joint Defence Call 2022 -Winners

Space Materials



Major Developments since 2022

Strategic Compass for the European
Union (Security and Defence) - 2022
– European External Action Service
(derived EU strategies for Climate
Change, Space, Cyber, Critical
Infrastructure in Defence)

EU-NATO Cooperation - Joint Declaration 
2023 - NATO & European Union

on military mobility, resilience &
protection of critical infrastructures,
emerging and disruptive technologies,
security implications of climate change,
space, foreign information manipulation
and interference

EU Capability Development Priorities - 2023 -
European Defence Agency
on LAND, AIR, SPACE and CYBER as well as
strategic enablers and force multipliers Military
Mobility, Critical Infrastructure Protection &
Energy Security, Persistent & Resilient C4ISR

EU Defence and NATO



Background
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Luxembourg Defence Strategies 2021 - 2023

Relevant to Luxembourg Economy and Research Priorities related to Space, 
Cyber, Automobility , Materials and CleanTech Sectors

2021 2022 2023
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Joint Defence Call 2024

➢ 2nd edition

➢ 13,8 Mio EUR for R&D in Dual-technologies 
for Defence

➢ Joint Initiative MECO, MESR, FNR, 
LUXINNOVATION and Luxembourg DoD

➢ National only (public-private partnerships)

➢ Targeted Domains in SPACE, CYBER, LAND 
and AIR

Smart mobility Resilient 
infrastructures

Strategic Foresight and Climate Change 
Adaptation

➢ Announced during the Press conference by François Bausch 
(Minister of Defence), Claude Meisch (Minister of Higher 
Education and Research) and Franz Fayot (Minister of Economy) 
20 July 2023

https://defense.gouvernement.lu/fr/actualites.gouvernement%2Bfr%2Bactualites%2Btoutes_actualites%2Bcommuniques%2B2023%2B07-juillet%2B20-bausch-meisch-fayot-appel-projets-defense.html
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Month0 Joint call Launch event 
- Presentation of Joint call

Month0+2 Deadline phase-1
Project outline

Month0+11 Signature of 
projects funding 
agreements 

Announcement of the 
projects retained

Month0+3 Phase-1 results 
- “GO”/ “NO GO” 
feedback to applicants

Month0+3 Launch
- Presentation of phase-2 
- Presentation of Evaluation 
timeline 

Month0+5 Deadline phase-2
Full project proposal

Month0+7 Phase-2 results
- FNR Panel Evaluation

EVALUATION

Month0+9 State Aid 
Commission - MECO

2,5 months 2 months2 months

6 month of evaluation process6 months of proposal preparation

Generic timeline
Joint Defence Call Initiatve

PROMOTION



Julien Silverio
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Defence Capability and R&T 
Manager –

Directorate of Defence

European Defence 
Agency
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27



Capability, Armament 
and Planning

Industry Synergies 
& Enablers

Research, Technology 
and Innovation

Corporate Services 
Directorate





➢ Framework that enables the creation of collaborative defence 
projects ranging from appr. 1,5 -4 Mio EUR, fully funded by MoDs.

➢ 15 Capability Technology WG (“CapTech”): working groups, where 
MoDs connect with the Defence Technology Community, Technical 
experts from EU 27MoDs and representatives from the industry.

➢ Top-down and bottom-up approach for proposing project proposals 
that meet the needs defined in the EU Capability Development 
Plan.

➢ Each year 15-20 projects are endorsed with an overall value of 50-
80 Mio EUR.

Collaboration between industries (& research) that is validated by MoDs

What is a CapTech?



= LU Directorate 
of Defence (DoD) 
Priorities

CapTech Space

CapTech Energy & Environment
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Particularity of CapTech

➢ No competition: once a company or research 
organisation has been validated as CapTech 
Member, the Luxembourg DoD - as Member State 
(MS) representative of the EDA - decides who 
participates to a project.

➢ While 2 Member states can set-up jointly a project
within a CapTech, the approval of each project 
goes via the (R&T) Steering Board.

➢ Direct exchange with Prime Contractors and MoD 
representatives from EU 27, ideal platform in view
European Defence Fund

Principles 

What is a CapTech?

How to become a CapTech Member?

➢ Need to have substance in Luxembourg –
sufficient resources (financial and human) to 
follow-up on defence initiatives

➢ Due Diligence by Luxinnovation

➢ Technological competences and know-how
that are relevant for defence

➢ Previous projects with Luxembourg economy 
and research

➢ Validation by Luxembourg DoD



Industry and Research

27

EDA CapTechs 



2 Meetings/year hosted by LU DoD – Luxinnovation – LU Industry
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EDA CapTechs in Luxembourg

Ministries of Defence, Prime Contractors, 
Industry and Research from EU 27 - Roundtable 
for collaboration between industries and 
research validated by MoDs

• CapTech Space – June 2023
• CapTech Cyber – June 2023
• CapTech Materials – June 2024
• CapTech Energy & Environment Q4 2024
• CapTech Land - 2025 (?)
• CapTech Air – 2025 (?)



Aziliz Guérin
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DoD Attaché for EDA an EU Defence 
Industry

-
Luxembourg Permanent 

Representation to the EU

European Defence 
Fund



Luxembourg Defence Technology and Innovation Community

The European defence fund (EDF)

12 December 2023

Direction de la Défense (MAEED)
Aziliz GUÉRIN – National Delegate EDF
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1. What is it ?



2. What’s it offering ?



3. How’s it working ?



4. What’s it funding ?

No member-state co-funding

Member state co-funding for the amount not covered 
by EU funding

Example

EDF funding 83%
Remaining 17% by MS or Consortia

MS 2MS 1 MS 3 …



5. Why should you participate ? ~8 billion reasons !

Boost your 

innovation 

capacity

Create your 

cross-border 

partnerships

Engage with 

large companies  

in your domain 

(SME bonus)

Build/extend 

your network

Develop (new) 

skills and 

diversify 

activities

Discover a 

challenging 

environment

Secure 

additional 

funding 

(national+ 

international)

Improve national and 

international 

image/recognition

Benefit from eased 

administrative burden 

(bigger consortia)

Benefit from 

personalized SME-

coaching by the 

CommissionWork with the LUX and 

EU public sector

Team up with 

foreign 

research-teams
Be part of EU-wide 

projects with potential 

follow-ons



6. Luxembourg’s results in EDF 2021-2022

2021

13 project proposals with LU 
companies/RTOs

4 to be co-funded by LU 
MoD

(Max. 300k€)

5 selected
Topics : Space, Military 

Mobility

2022

10 project proposals with LU 
companies/RTOs

6 to be co-funded by LU 
MoD

(Max. 1,6M€)

5 selected
Topics : Space, Green 

Defence, Materials, Cyber

2023

Min.12 project proposals 
with LU companies/RTOs

6 to be co-funded by LU MoD
(Max. 2,85M€)

Results in June 2024

+430% +80%



Thank you ! 

12 December 2023
Direction de la Défense (MAEED)

Aziliz GUÉRIN – National Delegate EDF
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Luxembourg Defence Technology and Innovation Community

THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE FUND (EDF)



François Koch
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Defence Counsellor
–

Luxembourg
Permanent Representation to NATO

NATO Defence 
Innovation Accelerator 
for the North Atlantic / 
NATO Innovation Fund



INNOVATION AT NATO
DIANA & NATO INNOVATION FUND



NATO TECH INITIATIVES

Next Gen 

Comms

Artificial 

Intelligence
Biotech Hypersonic

New Space 

Technologies

Novel 

Materials & 

Manufacturing

Energy & 

Propulsion
Autonomy

Quantum

Technologies

FOCUS ON TRL 3-6
FOCUS ON DUAL USE

FOCUS ON 9 PRIORITIES



Core Features DIANA x NIF

NIFDIANA
• Novel, Deep Tech Focused

Pipeline

• Startup Accelerator Network

• Deep Tech Test Centres

• Rapid Adoption Service

• Participation @ 31 All( Allies)

• 1B EUR Multi -Sovereign VC Fund

• Top Tier C ommercial Investment Team

• Operates Under Market Principles

• Direct investments into deep tech

startups; Indirect into deep tech funds

• Participation @ 23 )(NATO Allies

Allied Capital

Community



• August 2023

Innovation at NATO
DIANA and the Innovation Fund

August 2023

DIANA Challenge Cycle

Strategic 
Direction 

Development

DIANA gathers critical defence and security needs from 

NATO stakeholders and develops Challenge problems 

(twice a year)

Challenge Call 
for Proposals

Innovators from NATO member nations invited 

to propose emerging and disruptive, dual-use 

solutions

Programme 
Implementation

Two-phase demonstration and maturation 

Challenge programme includes grant 

funding, accelerator programme, test centre

access, mentoring, investor network and 

pathways to Allied markets

1

2

3



DIANA Challenge Timeline



DIANA 2023 Challenge Topics

Energy Resilience:

Harnessing Microgrid 

Technologies for 

Disaster and Conflict 

Recovery

Secure Information 

Sharing:

Truly Reliable and 

Unquestionably Secure 

Technology

Sensing& 

Surveillance:

Sensing the Coastal 

Undersea Environment

• 1303 applications – 44 companies selected : 3,3% selection rate
• Process for selected companies is starting this December and will last about 1 year
• Companies not selected will get feedback and can reapply in the future



DIANA Strategic Direction 2024 and 
Beyond

DIANA team is holding workshops to develop focus areas.
Draft 24-25 Strategic Direction for approval to BoD in early 2024.
The next round of challenges – five – launched next year.
Once full operating capability achieved in 25, up to ten challenges per year.



NIF Objectives

Allied Adoption

Capacity Building

Commercial Success

Support commercial deep 
tech that address NATO’s 
security challenges

Foster deep tech innovation 
ecosystems

Create long term financial 
value and mission impact



• 1 Billion EUR Multi-Sovereign Venture Capital Fund
• Following market principles
• Privately managed (Managing partner Andrea Traversone, previously 

Amadeus Capital)
• Domiciled in Luxembourg
• Initial runtime of 15 years
• Deeptech focus (transformative technologies with societal impact)
• Balance between Direct Investments in deep tech companies & Indirect 

investments in VC funds
• Early stage investments & follow on if necessary 
• Balanced geography

THE NIF in a Nutshell 



So what’s the difference? 

DIANA is a Product-focused Accelerator

NIF is a Innovator-focused VC Fund

So what’s the connection? 
• Start-ups in the Fund’s portfolio may produce 

solutions to Challenge Programs within DIANA

• Startups in DIANA’s Challenge Programs may be 
attractive for investment from the Fund. 



How to apply?

DIANA

NIF

• Register your interest with LuxInnovation and 
myself (as BoD POC) to stay updated

• Apply when challenge is launched
• Registration timeline about 1 month
• Next challenges spring 24

• Register your interest with LuxInnovation and 
myself (as NIF REP) to stay updated

• No formal process but rather introduction to the 
team through national NIF REP

• In active screening phase
• Register now

francois.koch@mae.etat.lu

alexander.link@luxinnovation.lu

https://www.diana.nato.int/

https://www.nif.fund/

Contact

Websites

mailto:francois.koch@mae.etat.lu
mailto:alexander.link@luxinnovation.lu
https://www.diana.nato.int/
https://www.nif.fund/
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Outlook on 2024 activities

Rebecca DAMOTTE
Defence Innovation &
Technology Advisor -

Luxinnovation

Alexander LINK
Defence Innovation &

Technology Coordinator -
Luxinnovation
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Defence In Space Week - February

20.02.2024, Brussels

NATO Space 
Reverse Industry Day

(registration deadline:
15 January 2024)

19.02.2024, Brussels

BeNeLux Space4Defence
Industry Day

(SAVE THE DATE)

22.02.2024, Luxembourg

GovSatCom – EU Security and 
Defence Conference
(registration deadline:

15 January 2024)
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Cyber for Defence Week - March

➢ Luxembourg Pavilion (MECO/LHC)

➢ Luxembourg Industry Delegation Programme
(Luxinnovation)

➢ BeNeLux - Cyber4Defence
27.03.2024 Lille (FR)
(SAVE THE DATE)
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Eurosatory 2024 - June



Eurosatory 2024 – Luxembourg Pavilion

54

➢ More than 100 companies expressed interest
➢ Aim: promotion, visibility

➢ Timeline: 

Defence catalogue 2024

January February2024 JuneMarch

15.01 Launch: Collect 
of information

17 -21 Eurosatory - distribution16.02 deadline for 
company input

29.03 final content
validation by 
company

01.03
Internal 
validation

design & print
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Conferences:
23-24.01 EU Space 
Conference (Bxl)

5-6.02 EDA Confererence
on Swarming Technology, 
Saint Louis (France)

19.02 NATO Space 
Reverse Industry Day (Bxl)

20.02 BeNeLux
Space4Defence Industry 
Day (Bxl)

22.02 GovSatCom
Conference (Luxembourg)

27.03 BeNelux
Cyber4Defence (FIC- Lille)

International:
26-28.03 International 
CyberSecurity Forum FIC -
Luxembourg Pavillon 
(Lille)

3-4.04 TBD France-
Luxembourg Defence 
Industry Days, Paris

15-18.04 TBD High-level 
visit to Belgium

17-21.06 Eurosatory -
Defence fair -
Luxembourg Pavillon 
(Paris)

Funding:
Q1-Q2: expected launch 
of Joint Defence Call 
2024

Q2: European Defence 
Fund 2023 Infodays

EDA CapTech:
13-14.02
Energy&Environment, 
Vienna

21-22.02 Land (Bxl)

12-14.03 Air (Manching, 
DE)

13.03 Materials (online)

20-21.03 Information 
(Bxl)

29-30.05 Land

3-5.06 Materials 
(Luxembourg)

18-19.06 TBD Air

January – June 2024 – Key dates

6-month Outlook



Thank 
you!

www.luxinnovation.lu

Luxinnovation

@Luxinnovation
@LuxTradeInvest

@Luxinnovation
@LuxTradeInvest
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Rebecca 
 

  
 

Damotte 
     

Defence Innovation & Technology Advisor 
   

T +352 43 62 63 - 645 
 

| 
  

M +352 621 986 657 
   

rebecca.damotte@luxinnovation.lu 

 

 

Alexander 
 

  
 

Link 
     

Defense Technology and Innovation Coordinator 
   

T +352 43 62 63 - 864 
 

| 
  

M +352 621 985 156 
   

alexander.link@luxinnovation.lu 
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