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On November 24, 2020, the International Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF) adopted a 2020-2025 Economic Strategy for sustainable prosperity within a resilient, solidarity-based, inclusive and innovative Francophonie. Its ambition is to contribute to the development of an economic space of growth, at the service of employment, especially for young people and women, by intensifying trade and investment between its member countries spread over the five continents. 

In today's world, the search for new markets and new partnership schemes is a crucial issue for the development of French-speaking businesses, especially SMEs, which must also meet the requirements of the energy and digital transitions. The OIF is supporting them by organizing an economic prospecting mission to Egypt and Morocco, two of the most industrialized countries on the African continent in 2022 according to the AfDB, with stops in Cairo and Casablanca between February 6 and 9, 2023.

This mission will open the annual cycle of economic and trade missions of La Francophonie that will visit other countries around the Mediterranean and North America during 2023.


II. OBJECTIVES

The economic prospecting mission in Egypt and Morocco is part of the OIF's multilateral approach to promoting French-speaking countries as attractive destinations for companies and investors.

It aims to allow selected French-speaking companies to come and explore together business and investment opportunities in the sectors of agro-industries, sustainable energy and digital goods and services in Egypt and Morocco, as well as to inquire about the advantages of various types offered by these two countries for concrete commercial projects. 

This economic prospecting mission will support the mobilization of businesses for the two large-format economic and trade missions scheduled respectively, in June 2023, in Greece (Athens) and Lebanon (Beirut), and later in Canada.


III. EXPECTED RESULTS

The Egyptian and Moroccan markets are prospected, business and investment opportunities are explored, in connection with the North African market, by French-speaking companies in the three targeted sectors.

Francophone companies, particularly in Egypt and Morocco, are mobilized for the large-scale economic and trade missions of La Francophonie that will follow, in June 2023 in Athens and Beirut, and later in Canada.


IV. PROGRAM

In collaboration with the authorities of the host countries, the two phases of the mission will take place as follows :

· In Egypt, Cairo : 6-7 February 2023.
· In Morocco, Casablanca : 8-9 February 2023.

The programme of activities for each stage will include:

1) An International Economic Forum focused on the presentation, by the economic authorities of the host country, of the panorama of local markets, the opportunities to be seized versus the constraints to be overcome, as well as the advantageous conditions that the country offers to French-speaking companies and investors. The sequence will be illustrated by the testimonies of French-speaking companies established in the country. It will also be enriched by corresponding presentations from the trade and investment promotion organizations of Greece and the Canadian province of Quebec.

2) Three visits to focus companies in the agribusiness, sustainable energy and digital goods and services sectors to discover leading local companies, as well as the business climate on the ground.

3) Informal business contacts during the lunch organized around the thematic tables and the networking evening.

At the end of the economic prospecting mission to Morocco, companies will have the opportunity to extend their stay in Casablanca and participate, with experts and qualified persons, in an OIF regional seminar on banking transactions and financing of companies' international business activities.


V. PROVISIONAL AGENDA

	· 20 December 2022 :                 
	Registrations opens


	· 6th January 2023 :
	Closing registrations


	· 9-13 January 2023 :                   
	Selection and notification of companies


	CAIRO

· 5 February 2023 :                    
	

Arrival in Cairo, Egypt


	· [bookmark: _Hlk121472925]6 February 2023 :    
· Morning :

· Afternoon :

	· High-Level Economic Forum: Investing and Doing Business in and with Egypt

· Business exchanges and networking 


	· 7 February 2023 :
· Morning :
· Afternoon :
	
· Visit of local companies 
· Transfer to Casablanca, Morocco



	CASABLANCA

· 8 February 2023 :               
	

· Visit of local companies


	· 9 February 2023 :    
· Morning :

· Afternoon :

	· High-Level Economic Forum: Investing and Doing Business in and with Morocco

· Business exchanges and networking 


	· 10 February 2023 :              
	Regional Workshop on Banking Transactions and Financing International Business Activities, Casablanca, Morocco


	· 11 February 2023 :                 
	End of the mission.




VI. PRACTICAL MODALITIES

Participation :

The mission is open to a selection of companies operating in the agribusiness, sustainable energy and digital goods and services sectors, and do come from Greece, Canada-Quebec, North Africa and other French-speaking regions.

Interested companies must send their application files by email before January 6th, 2023, to: missions-economiques@francophonie.org

Costs :

Subsistence costs (local transport, accommodation, conference services and site visits) are covered by the OIF. 

Within the limits of the available budget, the OIF covers the international transport of a specified number of SMEs, taking into account the quality of the application files, as well as the criteria of geographical representativeness and gender equality.


Information for participants :

A dedicated digital platform will be accessible for information and guidance during the mission to Egypt and Morocco.


VII. CONTACT
Direction de la Francophonie économique et numérique (DFEN), OIF : 
Courriel : missions-economiques@francophonie.org


_____________________________
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