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• Implement the Earth Observation (EO) segment of the African Space Policy and Strategy.

• Enhance long-term strategic cooperation for the integration and deployment of African 
requirements and needs in Copernicus Services.

• Promote the development of local capacities (institutional, human and technical) for the 
access and exploitation of EO-based services for sustainable development in Africa.

• Enable the two continents to jointly solve and address specific and global challenges
and contribute to the attainment of their overarching development goals that include the AU 
Agenda 2063.

• Provide policymakers, scientists, businesses and the public with EO services

Objectives of GMES & Africa Support Programme
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EU Support



GMES at a Glance

8 consortia leads (CSIR, UoG, ICPAC, RCMRD, SASCAL, OSS, CSE, CICOS) 

167 institutions in 45 African countries 

12 e-Stations delivered 10 regional geoportals (7 terrestrial and 3 marine) 

+100 training delivered / + 10,000 trainees and trainers / for 25,000 training days

Distance Learning Platform (DLP) https://gmestraining.Africa-union.org 

GMES Network of Universities

Women in GMES & Africa

Youth hackathons



GMES & Africa: A Pan African Community
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GMES and Africa : 
Phase 1  and Phase 2: 

167 Institutions



Africa’s oceans and coasts



AU Policy Driver

Agenda 2063 envisions 
Fishing and Food Security:
• the importance of sustainable fishing practices for food security and 

nutrition, as well as the economic value of the fishing sector. 
Climate Change Adaptation:
• vulnerability to climate change impacts and emphasizes the need for 

adaptation measures, particularly for coastal and island communities. 
Sustainable Development:
• The agenda aims to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, 

and marine resources for sustainable development. 
Climate Resilience:
• promotes environmentally sustainable and climate-resilient economies 

and communities, including measures to address climate change and 
natural disasters. 

Cooperation and Data:
• calls for greater cooperation, data sharing, and coordinated 

approaches to sustainable development of Africa's blue economies. 
Resilience Building:
• emphasizes the need to build resilience in Africa's blue economy to 

withstand exogenous shocks and maximize opportunities



Marine & Coastal Areas Consortia x  Systems

Services delivered under GMES & Africa: 
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GMES & Africa: For more information

❑ GMES & Africa .. The Blog: https://gmes4africa.blogspot.com/

❑ Agenda 2063 (https://au.int/en/agenda2063/overview) 

❑ Africa Integrated maritime Strategy 

(https://au.int/en/documents/20130225/2050-aim-strategy)

❑ African Space Strategy https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/37433-

doc-african_space_policy_isbn_electronic_.pdf

❑ Digital Learning Platform:  http://gmestraining.africa-

union.org/login/index.php

❑ https://www.facebook.com/gmesafrica

❑ https://twitter.com/GMESAfrica

❑ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHmhlEkcyPioyTrf9wLfzFg

https://gmes4africa.blogspot.com/
https://au.int/en/agenda2063/overview
https://au.int/en/documents/20130225/2050-aim-strategy
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/37433-doc-african_space_policy_isbn_electronic_.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/37433-doc-african_space_policy_isbn_electronic_.pdf
http://gmestraining.africa-union.org/login/index.php
http://gmestraining.africa-union.org/login/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/gmesafrica
https://twitter.com/GMESAfrica
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHmhlEkcyPioyTrf9wLfzFg


GMES & Africa:  An overview of  GMES the Marine & Coastal 
Operations for Southern Africa and Indian Ocean States 
(MarCOSIO)
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MarCOSIO

The CSIR coordinates, the GMES and Africa’s Marine and Coastal 
Operations for Southern & Eastern Africa and the West Indian Ocean 
Island states.

The MarCOSIO consortia develops  applications and services to 
support  policy and economic drivers for the Oceans economy, was 
borne out of the OCIMS programme in South Africa (DFFE).

The consortia champions co-designed and co-developed (indigenous 
knowledge) applications and services utilizing the EO data. Accessing  
Copernicus (Sentinel suite).



Countries covered

/ WIO



Roles and Responsibilities



Applications and Services









Additional Oil Spill service





Objective of Policy and Technical Expert 
Groups

• Increase high level awareness of GMES and Africa and
MarCOSIO.

• Align applications and services to policy and institutional
framework for sustainable management of GMES products and
services

• Sharing knowledge and best practices among consortia as
well as among all GMES & Africa programme’s stakeholders and
partners

• Involve policy experts and senior technical experts from
relevant African stakeholders (public institutions), academia, and
private sector.

• SDI and Standards compliance and leveraging ENRENS for data
access.



Outreach and communication



Concluding remarks

• GMES MarCOSIO, uses a consortia approach in the
development of its services.

• Utilizes and builds upon the African partner’s expertise
(capacity development)

• Key philosophy is Co-design, co-creation and co-funding.

• Integrates models and data from multiple sources to address
issues around climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.

• Awareness, capacity building, monitoring and education are key
to uptake and sustainability

• MarCOSIO wants to support presidential level policy
mandates to the safety and the livelihoods of the artisanal
fisher.



Consortium Partners

Zukile HutuHappy Peter



Thank you
sgovender5@csir.co.za

Sives.Govender@gmail.com

https://marcosio.org/

Follow us:

LinkedIn: Africa Marine for coastal Operations in 

Southern Africa

Twitter: @AfricaGMES

mailto:sgovender5@csir.co.za
mailto:Sives.Govender@gmail.com
https://marcosio.org/
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